Southern California
Association of Foresters
and Fire Wardens
February 2016 Newsletter

An Association dedicated to the Training and Safety of Southern California
Wildland Firefighters for over 85 years
Inside this issue
Page 2.
Page 3.
Page 3.
Page 4.
Page 5&6.
Page 7&8.

General information
Fire Whirls from President Steve Reeder
Welcome of New Directors.
National Fire Danger Rating System Updates
Minutes of February 5, 2016 Board Meeting
The San Gabriel Mountain Fire of 1924

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 2015-2016

Foresters and Fire Wardens Contact Information
Mailing: SCAFFW c/o Gordon P. Martin
1147 E. 6th Street, Corona, CA 92879

OFFICERS

President - Steve Reeder - CAL FIRE - SLU
First Vice President - Vaughan Miller - VNC
Second Vice President - Bart Kicklighter - SQF
Secretary - Gordon Martin - CNF
Treasurer - David Leininger - LAC retired

DIRECTORS

Dan Snow - BDF
Kevin Johnson - LAC
Tim Chavez - RRU
Troy Whitman - SCE
Nathan Judy - ANF
Kurt Zingheim - MVU
Phil Johnson - ORC
Dave Witt - KRN
Tim Ernst - LFD
Ron Janssen - BDU
Chris Childers - SBC
Dan Johnson - CSR
Gary Helming - LPF
Ed Shabro - Vendor Representative
Paul H. Rippens - Newsletter Editor
Doug Lannon - Arrangements
Don Forsyth - Safety
We, the members of the Southern California
Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens,
do band together for the purpose of
strengthening inter-agency cooperation, fire
safety coordination, and fellowship.

E-mail: scaffw@aol.com			
Web Site: www.scaffw.org

“Like” us on Facebook at
Foresters and Fire Wardens
2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
The Board of Directors are continuing working on the
programs and speakers for the 86th Annual Wildland
Fire Training and Safety Conference that will be held
on May 5 & 6, 2016, at Camp Pilgrim Pines in beautiful
Oak Glen. This promises to be another exciting and
informative conference and we look forward to seeing
you at Pilgrim Pines.

FRONT COVER PHOTO
Los Angeles City Copter 5 making a drop on a
recent brush fire. Photo provided by Los Angeles Fire
Department Director Tim Ernst.

2015 Board of Directors
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Fire Whirls
by President Steve Reeder

The Board of Directors
is actively planning the
86th Annual Wildland
Training and Safety Conference. Our second planning meeting was hosted by Director Kurt Zingheim (MVU) on February 5, 2016. During
the meeting, we reviewed and prioritized the various program options that the Directors have confirmed.
The framework is now set for what is sure to be a great
2016 conference. We will have presenters talk about several of the 2015 fires to pass on lessons learned for your
safety tool box. Their stories will be pertinent to all of our
members. Leadership is always an important topic, and
we will have some engaging speakers on the subject. Our
MC will once again be Steve Martin; he always does an
outstanding job, and the Keynote Speaker will be Robert
Baird, Forest Supervisor of the Los Padres National Forest.
I want to acknowledge the hard work and commitment
that our Directors have in providing the best training and
safety conference possible year after year. It never ceases
to amaze me how much work goes on behind the scenes
prior to and during the event. I am proud to serve you, our
membership, with such dedicated folks.

SCAFFW WELCOMES NEW DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors of the Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens has welcomed two new
directors to the board.
Long time member
and Battalion Chief Tim
Chavez has been appointed by CAL FIRE - Riverside
County to replace past
president Bob Michales.
Tim attended his first
board meeting in December and made himself at
home offering to assist
in the work to be done
for the upcoming conference.

Orange County Fire Authority Battalion Chief
Phil Johnson has replaced Ken Cruz. Ken
has served as the Association Membership
Chairman and Phil has
volunteered to continue with that important
work.
We welcome
both of these men to
the Board of Directors
and their help toward
another successful conference.

We hope you plan to attend the 2016 conference and that
you will help us by introducing someone new to our organization. We look forward to seeing you on May 5 and 6 at
Camp Pilgrim Pines.
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National Fire Danger Rating System Updates
The following is a memo that was sent to all National Wildfire Coordinating Group member agencies by Dan Smith,
Chair, NWCG Executive Board, regarding changes to the
National Fire Danger Rating System. (dated 11-21-14)
At the September 17th NWCG Executive Board meeting,
three changes to the United States National Fire Danger
Rating System (NFDRS), were tentatively approved. These
changes will result in a major simplification of the NFDRS,
yet retain the core usefulness of the system. If the results
of a final evaluation by the NWCG Fire Danger Subcommittee are positive, the changes will be formalized. We expect
this to occur in 2016. The purpose of this memorandum is
to provide early information in anticipation of this change.
The changes are:
1. Incorporate the Growing Season Index (GSI) to compute
live fuel moistures. The GSI will provide a significantly better live fuel moisture model using elements from a standard fire weather observation. It also requires no constant
human intervention yet accurately reflects within season
and season-to-season live fuel conditions.
2. Incorporate the Nelson Model to compute fine dead fuel
moisture. The Nelson Model will provide a better fine dead
fuel moisture model that accurately models diurnal fine
dead fuel moistures using elements from hourly fire weather observations. In addition, it requires no daily human
intervention for state of weather and fuels wet entries.
3. Reduce the number of fuel models in the NFSRS. This
reduction eliminates the ‘78 vs ‘88 fuel model distinction/
confusion. Changing from 40 to four NFDRS fuel models
will not produce a reduction in model accuracy or outputs.
Simplifying the fuel models used in NFDRS will also increase
the ability of field personnel to understand and apply fire
danger information.
With over 40 years of data and experience with the existing system, new fuel moisture models allow for significant
improvements, while eliminating much of the daily interaction with the system. The updates were not developed
overnight. They have been tested across the country and
compared against the existing models for a number of years
with good results.
Implementing these changes will result in a major simplification of the NFDRS. Many unused system components
will be safely removed, while the core usefulness and functionality of the system will remain essentially unchanged.
The NFDRS will be easier to use and understand, and training such as that offerred in S-491 and other modules will
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be simplified. While the underpinnings of the system will
change significantly, it is important to emphasize that outputs will be the same.
An education and outreach plan is currently being developed to facilitate a smooth transition to the new system.
A powerpoint, narrated by the Fire Danger Subcommittee Chair Jon Wallace, has been developed that further
explains the case for change. It is available on the NWCG
site at http://www.nwcg.gov/
If you have any questions, please contact the Fire Danger
Subcommittee at FWHQ_NWCG_firedanger@fws.gov.
EDITOR’S NOTE: This memo was provided by Director Tim Chavez for
use in this newsletter. After many delays, these changes should take
affect sometime in the 2016-2017 time frame.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF FORESTERS
AND FIRE WARDENS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
February 5, 2016
The meeting of the Southern California Association of Foresters
and Fire Wardens was called to order by President Steve Reeder
at 0900 hours at Pala, San Diego County, California on February
5, 2016. President Reeder led the Pledge of Allegiance. Introductions were made of members and guests.
Officers and Directors Present:
Chris Childers – Santa Barbara County Fire Dept
Gordon Martin – Cleveland National Forest.
Kurt Zingheim – CAL FIRE – San Diego County
David Leininger – Treasurer
Vaughan Miller – Ventura County Fire Dept.
Doug Lannon – Arrangements Chair
Tim Chavez – CAL FIRE – Riverside County
Steve Reeder – CAL FIRE – San Luis Obispo Co.
Phil Johnson – Orange County Fire Authority
Tim Ernst – Los Angeles Fire Dept.
Don Forsyth – Safety Chair
Gary Helming – Los Padres National Forest
Troy Whitman – Southern California Edison
Ed Shabro – Vendor Representative
Kevin Johnson – Los Angeles County Fire Department
Paul H. Rippens – Newsletter Editor
Nathan Judy – Angeles National Forest
Bart Kicklighter – Sequoia National Forest
Officers and Directors Absent:
Ron Jansen – CAL FIRE – San Bernardino Co.
David Witt – Kern County Fire Dept.
Dan Snow – San Bernardino National Forest
Guests:
Anthony Caezza – Life Member, Ventura County, Retired
Trevor Johnson – Member, Ventura County Fire Dept.
Matt Watson – Associate Member, CAL FIRE – Madera/Mariposa
Ranger Unit
Andrew Mitchell – Angeles National Forest
Minutes: President Reeder presented the minutes of the December 4, 2015 meeting. Motion by Director Whitman, seconded
by Treasurer Leininger, to approve the minutes. The motion was
approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Leininger presented his report covering December 4, 2015 to February 5, 2016.
Balance as of 12-4-15			
$28,463.96
Receipts:
Total Receipts:			
$0.00
Disbursements:
Paul Rippens (Postage & Newsletter Duplication)		
					
$32.96
Timothy Ernst (Raffle Prizes)
$500.00
Total Disbursements:		
$532.96
Balance on hand:				
$27,931.00

Last year at this time:		
$25,534.63
Motion by Director Whitman, second by Chairman Forsyth to
approve the treasurer’s report as presented. The motion was
approved.
Committee Reports:
Arrangements: Chairman Lannon reported that Camp Pilgrim
Pines was doing well. They are replacing their gas fired BBQ
with a wood/charcoal fired BBQ. The company has a new AV
guy that will be looking over their equipment but, they expect
no problems. Camp Luther Glen has 14 rooms with anywhere
from 1-4 beds per room. We will also be able to use their parking as overflow as we have done in the past. The bike patrol
people we have used in the past will be there to help with parking on Thursday. Law’s will be able to host the Director’s dinner
Wednesday night. Chairman Forsyth questioned if the upper
windows in the meeting room were blacked out, Chairman Lannon will check on that. Chairman Lannon talked about the need
for fans in the room for air circulation. Director Ernst said that
he could bring a couple of ram fans that were quiet. Treasurer Leininger checked the contract and reported that the camp
charges for the use of their AV equipment. Director Johnson
(LAC) will bring their AV equipment. Editor Rippens said that
he had created a slide for the projector to be shown when we
did not have a program in progress to replace the banner that
we have used in the past. He also noted that the pictures that
we have taken of the presenters in past years have looked bad
due to the items on the stage that shows up in the background.
We should make sure that the stage is kept clear of unnecessary
clutter. The tree signs are located at Oak Glen Camp and the
radios will be available. Ventura County will be able to provide
the vans to shuttle people again this year. LA County is scheduled to provide a 10 person crew for the conference. Director
Kevin Johnson will check to see if a crew is available. Director
Childers will check to see if Santa Barbara County can provide a
crew if LAC cannot.
Program: Trevor Johnson, Ventura County, led a discussion on
the proposed programs for the 2016 conference. Director Snow
is checking on the USFS Honor Guard. The chaplain will be Jim
Cooke. Tony Caezza will do the pledge of allegiance. Steve Martin is slated to be the MC again this year. The keynote speaker
this year will be Bob Baird, Forest Supervisor, Los Padres National Forest. The tentative programs for the 2016 Wildland Fire
Training and Safety Conference are:
Twisp Burn Over Incident,
Rough Fire IC, Mark von Tillow
Butte Fire, Steve Shaw
Valley Fire, Mike Parks/Scott Upton/Scott Jalpert
Large Airtanker Usage, Rick Henton/John Gould
CHP Safety Message
Gibraltar Fire Aviation
Leadership on the Front Lines, Brian Anderson
Helicopter Operations, Desiree Horton
Fuels and Weather Update, Tom Rolinski
Safety Zone Size Estimation, Bret Butler
Hand Crews vs. Firearms
Crisis Leadership, Chief Rueda
Trauma Psychology, Mymda Ohs
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Powerline Safety, Howard Orr/Scott Brown
Chairman Forsyth made a motion to pay up to $1000 for transportation of the presenters for the Twisp and Hand Tools vs. Firearms
presentations. Director Judy seconded the motion. The motion
passed.
Exhibits and Demonstrations: Second Vice President Kicklighter
reported that he will be getting together with Vendor Representative Shabro to set things up. Representative Shabro reported
that he had been making the rounds at Firehouse World trying
to recruit vendors and get raffle prizes and we should have the
usual vendors plus hopefully some more. Representative Shabro
also questioned if we will be able to pay with a credit card at the
conference. Treasurer Leininger said that we would if we have cell
service. Chairman Lannon said that he would check on the cell
service the next time that he was up at the camp. Chairman Forsyth suggested that all of the Directors check with their agencies
and report back to Second Vice President Kicklighter if they would
be bringing new equipment to display. Second Vice President
Kicklighter said that he would send out an email to the Directors
to remind them.
Registration and Membership: Director Phil Johnson reported
that Larry Kurtz would be able to help us out again this year even
though he has a new position.
Entertainment and Raffle: Director Ernst informed the new
members of the board that the Association makes money through
the raffle and bingo and we get the prizes for those is from the
members of the board. The members of the board are to donate $75 worth of prizes either through purchasing their own or
by giving the money to Director Ernst so that he can make the
purchases himself. For entertainment we will be having a sound
system for music. Chairman Forsyth asked about having a band.
There was a discussion on the a band. First Vice President Miller
made a motion to spend up to $2,000 to pay for a band to play
from 1700-2000. Second Vice President Kicklighter seconded the
motion. With a vote of 8 ayes and 9 nays the motion failed.
Publicity: Director Judy reported that he is working on two different posters. One is a save the date poster that can go up right
now and the other is the actual conference poster that will be
ready to go up when we have the presenters confirmed. There
was a motion made by Director Miller to allocate up to $500 to
print posters for distribution to the Director’s. The motion was
seconded by Director Childers. The motion passed. Director Judy
told the board that they were posting notices on Facebook and
Twitter. There were some suggestions to clean up the posters.
Historian: Historian Whitman asked that if anyone runs across
articles about the conference or the association please send him
links or clippings.
Safety: Chairman Forsyth reported that we have the paramedics
lined up and he will have a CHP officer to give the usual disclaimer.
He still has the bear horns and will bring them to the conference.
Golf: Director Snow was not at the meeting and as far as everyone knows things are still on track for the golf tournament.
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Newsletter: President Reeder urged the board to submit articles
for the newsletter. Editor Rippens apologized for the lateness of
the newsletter. He thanked Chairman Forsyth for submitting an
article about the museum. Editor Rippens reported that the web
master is working on fixing the online registration program so that
people can register more than one person at a time. Once that is
fixed we will open up the website for online registration. There
are extra history books that everyone should take so that they can
hand them out to prospective new members.
Old Business: Director Ernst talked about the hats for this year’s
giveaway. He is having two different samples made that he will
take pictures of and send to the board. Editor Rippens asked a
question about the status of the MMU representative as he had
not been at the last meeting and the meeting minutes did not
record the discussion. The directors that were at the December
meeting recalled that they had passed a motion that we would
reevaluate the request by MMU for full membership on the board
in 2 years. Until then anyone from that unit could be an Associate
Member and they could send a nonvoting representative to the
board meetings. At the December meeting Director Snow took
the leftover challenge coin giveaways from last year to use at the
golf tournament. Director Ernst will contact Director Snow to get
the coins that he does not need and he will have them along with
past excess giveaway items for sale at the raffle table.
Life Membership Recommendations: There were no Life Member recommendations. Secretary Martin requested that people
take the certificates for the Life Members who were elected at the
December meeting.
New Business: Chairman Forsyth brought forward a question
from a Life Member as to whether or not shirts and jackets like
the board members have could be made available to Life Members. After a brief discussion the consensus was that the Shirts
and Jacket should only be used for board members so that they
could be identified at the conferences. There was a discussion on
director’s name tags. Director Whitman said that he had some
very old ones but that more recently they had been kept with
the registration materials. Director Phil Johnson said that he was
unsure of what he had received from Past Director Cruz. It was
decided that anyone with name tags should bring them to the
April meeting so that we can determine the need for any additional ones to be made.
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens
will be held April 1, 2016, at 0900 in San Luis Obispo County, CA.
Details will be forth coming.
President Reeder thanked Director Zingheim for making the arraignments for the meeting. The President will compose a letter of appreciation to the Pala Tribe thanking them for the use of
their facility. The meeting was adjourned at 1138.
Respectfully submitted,
Gordon P. Martin, Association Secretary

The San Gabriel Mountain Fire of 1924
Southern California is classified as a semi-arid zone. Rainfall, wind velocity, temperature and relative humidity will
often vary widely from year to year. The Forest Service report on the 1924 San Gabriel Fire shows that the intensity
and timing of winter storms and rainfall have had little or
no influence on the severity of the following summer’s fire
season. It seems that the weather and the condition of the
fuel during the summer itself is the primary influence. Records show the meteorological data for 1924 to be average
in most respects. However, the San Gabriel Fire did occur
during a warm, dry period in the month of September at a
time of low humidity and inherently low moisture content
in the vegetational fuel.
On August 31, 1924, Andy Gunsalus and his family were picnicking in the San Gabriel Mountains on private property
near the O’Melveny Ranch. The ranch was on the west side
of the river in the main fork of San Gabriel Canyon, several
miles north of the town of Azusa. As the Gunsalus family
prepared to leave the area, Mr. Gunsalus lit a cigarette, discarding the match in a grassy area adjacent to the edge of
the hillside. He thought the match had been extinguished,
and, as he later stated, was startled to see the dry grass
erupt in flames. He failed in his attempts to beat out the
rapidly-spreading fire with a blanket. He and his family left
the scene, driving quickly southward on San Gabriel Canyon
Road toward their home in South Los Angeles. The time
was 12:15 p.m.
A U.S. Forest Service guard named Newman was patrolling
on San Gabriel Canyon Road when he spotted a smoke column arising upcanyon. A U.S. Army patrol in a canyon to the
north of Yucca Flats also spotted the smoke, as did the U.S.
Forest Service San Dimas Lookout to the east. District Ranger Froelich received the telephone alarm from the San Dimas Lookout in his Glendora Ranger Station office at 12:20
p.m. Crews were rounded up to respond to the fire.
By 1:10 p.m., Patrolman Newman and six men began cutting a control line along the south flank of the fire. Reinforcements arrived soon and helped in this sector. They
were successful in halting the southerly spread of the fire
out of O’Melveny Canyon. However, the fire burned unchecked to the west and north, toward Pine Mountain and
Camp Rincon, where the east and west forks of the canyon
join the main fork. Flames swept into Camp Rincon by the
next morning.
On the evening of the 31st, Fire Warden Flintham (LAC) offered the services of the county to the U.S. Forest Service
under the terms of the newly-signed Mutual Assistance

Agreement. The offer was refused by Forest Supervisor
Charleton.
However, on September 2, the Forest Service requested six
crew leaders, specialized equipment and mules from the
county. All were supplied by noon the following day.
By September 4, the fire was partially contained on the
south flank near Fish Canyon, and on the north flank along
the west fork of the San Gabriel River. Plans were being
made to backfire along a break running from Pine Mouintain north to the West Fork River in order to halt the fire’s
westerly progress.
On September 7, a frustrated Chief Flintham sensed that
Fish Canyon could be saved from firing out after the Forest Service had completed its fire break. He again offered
the services of the county to Supervisor Charleton. This
communication never reached the supervisor. On the 8th,
Flintham decided that the services of the county were truly
needed, and, on the morning of the 9th on his own sent 250
county men into Fish Canyon in an attempt to make a direct
attack on the fire. The attempt failed. The fire burned out
Fish Canyon and proceeded to burn westward, taking out
Van Tassel and Monrovia canyons. After three days, the fire
was finally halted along a secondary firebreak that was cut
north to Monrovia Peak and then down into the West Fork
Canyon.
Communications were reestablished with the Forest Service, and what was described as “a well-coordinated effort
by the Forest Service and the County Fire Warden” concentrated on control measures along the upper west fork of the
San Gabriel River. However, in spite of their efforts, the fire
jumped the West Fork River on September 12, and began
to burn north into the Devil’s Canyon wild area. Desultory
attempts by now-exhausted crews working in poor visibility
from heavy smoke to build a control line to halt this slopover failed. It became obvious that the fire was going to
consume all of Devil’s Canyon and possibly Bear Canyon to
the northeast.
On September 14, Chief Flintham and his county crews
worked to contain the fire within the Devil’s Canyon area
by constructing a firebreak out of the West Fork up to the
ridge leading north to the Charleton Flats area and then
to the east toward Mount Waterman. This effort proved
successful, and the county crews were taken off the lines
on September 24. Some crews were then moved to assist
the Forest Service in the Bear Canyon area to the northeast,
where control was finally obtained two days later.
However, on September 26, inadequate cold trailing
allowed the fire to jump the lines once again. This time, the
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fire burned to the highest ridge in the San Gabriel range,
taking out the Devil’s Canyon/Bear Canyon areas and the
south face of Mount Waterman. It then hooked around to
the northwest to burn into Chilao Flats, Mount Mooney,
Horse Flats and general vicinities.
The fire was finally controlled along this line after burning
for a total of 27 days. It consumed over 50,000 acres of
prime watershed and timber and was fought by 5,000 men.
Chief Flintham’s health began to deteriorate steadily after
this monumental effort. He had been suffering from an “ulcer condition” from time to time. Now the flareups became
more frequent and severe. The firefighting operation had
not gone well, in spite of his best efforts. The Forest Service
launched a formal inquiry into the handling of the fire at the
national level.

Forestry Assistant Joe Davis’s description of what next
transpired is probably as succinct as entry in the Department Annals as can be found:
“At 10:50 a.m. on June 10, 1925, the Forester
passed away after having been bedridden for
several weeks. The cause of his death was of
long standing, although he had not given up
until around the first of June. Funeral services
were held on June 14. With his passing, the
Forestry Service lost one of its most brilliant
minds, and the personnel of the Department
lost a real friend. It was the irony of Fate that
prevented Forester Flintham from living to see
the Department grow into the organization
whose structure he had so well planned.”
EDITOR’S NOTE: This story was reprinted from Ride The Devil Wind, a
history of the County of Los Angeles Fire Department written by David
Boucher, retired Captain and Fire Department Historian.

The chief of the U.S. Forest Service, Colonel W.B. Greely,
appointed eight prominent persons connected with watershed management and fire control to sit on the board
of inquiry. They heard testimony from 80 witnesses over a
26-day period beginning on November 17, 1924. Strengths
and weaknesses of the campaign were duly noted. Many
recommendations were put forth for sweeping changes in the fire protection program for the Southern California mountain regions. Supervisor Charleton no longer
retained his position with the Angeles Forest. Although
Chief Flintham remained in office, his health continued to
deteriorate.

Stewart J. Flintham
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