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We, the members of the Southern California
Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens,
do band together for the purpose of
strengthening inter-agency cooperation, fire
safety coordination, and fellowship.
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Foresters and Fire Wardens Contact Information
Mailing:
E-mail: scaffw@gmail.com			
Web Site: www.scaffw.org
Mailing: SCAFFW c/o Tim Chavez
1550 E. 6th St. Beaumont, CA 92223

“Like” us on Facebook at
Foresters and Fire Wardens
2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
The 2016 conference of the Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens has come and
gone and was another successful event. Planning for
the 87th Conference began in December. The 2017
conference will be held at Camp Pilgrim Pines on May
4 & 5.

FRONT COVER PHOTO
A large flare up burns a canyon behind LACOFD Engine 12
on scene of the Sage Incident in the Steveson Ranch area
of Valencia on July 9, 2016 - Photo by Ken Morris

Fire Whirls by President
Vaughan Miller

safety. We give our experience readily so that the next generation of firefighters has it better than we did. Lastly we
promote fellowship networking among the wildland firefighting community and specifically the firefighter so that
when you show up on a fire, you have a better chance to
know who you are working with. Take a look at your Board
of Directors listed in this newsletter. They are committed
to the organizations goal of supporting wildland firefighters.
Talk to them about the organization. They will share the
value of the conference and then I am sure I will see you at
Pilgrim Pines in May.

T

he Southern California Association of Foresters and
Fire Wardens wishes you a Happy New Year! The 2016
Fire Season has concluded. The season kicked off in
a tragic way with the Erskine Fire in Kern County that
burned 48,000 acres killing 2 people and damaging or destroying over 300 structures. The Soberanes Fire burned
all summer through Monterey County consuming 132,000
acres, killed a contract dozer operator and burned 57
homes. The list goes on. The Key Fire, the Sand Fire, Old,
Sherpa, Blue Cut, Border, Fish, Chimney, Rey, and many
others put firefighters on the dangerous fireline all summer long.
The Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire
Wardens has put together a training and safety conference
for the last 86 years. Our goal is to support wildland firefighter safety and build networking relationships across
agency lines. In December, the Board of Directors of the
Association met to begin planning for the Training and
Safety Conference. I can tell you that we are preparing a
great conference where topics of Fire Operations, Leadership, Safety and Human Factors themes will be presented.
I am very excited about being able to present information
on so many contemporary topics at a bargin price.
Rolling into the new year, “retirement season” is in full
swing. Transitions in personnel and job duties are occurring at (seemingly) an increasing pace. Experience is
leaving the fire service and capable new leadership is filling the void. Foresters and Fire Wardens was formed to
support this transistion in both leadership and experience.
We share information on wildland fire tactics, strategy and

LACOFD Engines 37 and 110 head out on assignment from the Crown
Valley Staging Location in Acton on the Sand Fire - July 24, 2016
Photograph by Ken Morris LACOFD VVP
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Gordon Martin leaves SCAFFW Board
and takes new Forest Service position in
New Mexico
Gordon Martin, Fire Management Officer on the Trabuco
District of the Cleveland National Forest and Director to the
Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens from the Cleveland National Forest, has left the board
of the directors of the Association. Gordon left the fire
management end of the Forest Service and has accepted a
position as District Ranger on the Guadalupe District of the
Lincoln National Forest in New Mexico. Gordon’s office will
be in Carlsbad, New Mexico.
Gordon began his
career with the
Forest Service in
the 1970s and has
been on the Cleveland National Forest since 1978. He
joined the Board
of Directors for the
Association in the
early 2000s and served as President in 2010. Following that,
he took over the duties of the Secretary for the association
in 2008.
On Friday, September 23, a luncheon was held to honor Gordon at the USFS Corona Fire Station with about 50
people attending. After a great lunch, several of Gordon’s
co-workers stepped forward to share stories of work along
side Gordon. Paul Rippens. Life Member and past President
presented Gordon with his Life Member pin and thanked
him for his years of service to the Forest Service and to the
Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens.

Foresters and Fire Wardens
By Paul H. Rippens

Forty years ago, the late Paul Stimson, LAC, asked if
I would like to attend a Board meeting of the Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens and possibly
become involved with the group as their membership chairman. I accepted the invitation and began a wonderful, rewarding experience with the Foresters and Fire Wardens. I’ve seen
many changes in the organization and the fire service during
that time. The most dramatic change for the association has
been the advent of computers and social media. It has made it
a lot easier to communicate with our members, something we
all need to do.
When I took over as the association secretary in 1984,
our newsletter consisted of the minutes of the board meetings
- only! When I retired in 1995, I had the time to develope a
better and more informative newsletter as you see today. It
takes time and effort but it’s something that needs to be done
and I hope you enjoy what we’ve accomplished. The new
Association Secretary, Tim Chavez will undertake that effort.
Many organizations today are facing a drawback from
social media. Many younger people don’t want to attend
meetings today and rely on their computers or cell phones to
obtain any information they want. Even the Foresters and Fire
Wardens have seen the effects from this situation. However,
no matter what you thinks or say, there is no substitute for attending one of our conferences and meeting people face to
face. These are people that you will someday work with on an
incident and it would be great to already know them. Also, the
Board of Directors spends a lot of time and energy selecting
speakers with interesting and informative programs to present
to those who attend the conference. You just can’t beat the
conference for the price!
The Southern California Association of Foresters and
Fire Wardens has been around for 87 years. Started by Spence D. Turner of Los Angeles County and Frank Dunn of Santa
Barbara County, the organization has grown while providing an
opportunity for you as wildland firefighters the opportunity to
learn from experiences of others - and in some cases - not to
make the same mistakes.
The 87th Annual Conference will be held on
May 4 & 5, 2017 at Camp Pilgrim Pines in Oak Glen. Please,
plan to attend and bring a friend. You’ll not regret your decision.

		
Ventura County Strike Team prepares for assignment at the Crown Valley
Parkway staging location in Acton on the Sand Incident of July 24, 2016.
Photograpy by Ken Morris
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF FORESTERS
AND FIRE WARDENS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
December 2, 2016
The meeting of the Southern California Association of Foresters
and Fire Wardens was called to order by President Miller at 0900
hours at the Olive Drive Fire Training Facility, Kern County FD,
Bakersfield, California on Dec 2, 2016.
Officers and Directors Present:
Dan Snow – San Bernardino National Forest
Doug Lannon – Arrangements Chair
Phil Johnson – Orange County Fire Authority
Tim Ernst – Los Angeles Fire Dept.
Troy Whitman – Southern California Edison
David Witt – Kern County Fire Dept.
Don Forsyth – Safety Chair
Kurt Zingheim – CAL FIRE – San Diego County
Vaughan Miller – Ventura County Fire Dept.
Tim Chavez – CAL FIRE – Riverside County
Gary Helming – Los Padres National Forest
David Fowler – CAL FIRE – San Luis Obispo Co.
Chris Childers – Santa Barbara County Fire Dept
Officers and Directors Absent:
Ed Shabro – Vendor Representative
Dan Johnson – CAL FIRE – Southern Region
Bart Kicklighter – Sequoia National Forest
Kevin Johnson – Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
Nathan Judy – Angeles National Forest
Ron Jansen – CAL FIRE – San Bernardino Co.
Guests:
Darrayl Felgar- San Bernardino Co. Fire Dept.
Jim Johnstone- San Bernardino Co. Fire Dept.
Paul H. Rippens – Life Member
David Leininger – Life Member
Tony Caezza- Life Member
Minutes: The minutes for the May 4th and 6th, 2016 meetings
were presented for approval. Life Member Rippens reported the
dates were incorrect. With that correction, the motion for approval was made by Chairman Forsyth and seconded by Director
Phil Johnson. Motion passed unanimous.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report was presented for approval. Director/Treasurer Witt reported that a new bank account
was created with a $100 deposit provided by Director Witt. Director Witt advised that money would be his raffle contribution.
Treasurer Witt so far is the only signature on the account. A motion was made by Director Childers that Secretary Chavez would
be the second signature on the bank account. Motion seconded
by Chairman Forsyth. Motion passed unanimously. Treasurer
Witt also reported a new Paypal account and the link is on the
web page for purchases of memberships and renewals. There
was a short discussion of the Square account, whether we wanted

to pay $100 for the chip enabled version or just continue to use
the free version for now. Consensus was to continue with the
free version. Motion to accept the Treasurers report was made
by Director Snow and seconded by Chairman Lannon. Passed
unanimously.
Committee Reports:
Arrangements: Chairman Lannon reported that Camp Pilgrim
Pines has made some improvements. The Upper Lodge has
been refurbished and the sound system upgraded. The camp
is ready.
Exhibits and Demonstrations: Director Zingheim reported that
he is working with Ed Shabro and developing a plan for vendors.
He wants suggestions for equipment displays with an interface
theme.
Registration and Membership: Director Phil Johnson reported
that we ended up with 137 registered attendees at the May
2016 Conference. He reported that he is changing the Registration format and working with Larry Kurtz to make those changes.
Entertainment and Raffle: Director Ernst reported that we had
a roughly $2,600 in raffle sales. Bingo made $1,300. He is partnering with Director Helming for the next raffle and entertainment. A short discussion of the give-away occurred without any
conclusion.
Publicity: Director Judy was absent
Historian: Historian Whitman stated that he had submitted
photos of the conference to the webmaster and those photos
are up on the web page. He is always looking for old things F &
FW related.
Safety: Chairman Forsyth had nothing to report
Golf: Director Snow reported that the contract was signed for
the golf tournament and he was working to transition to Director Janssen.
Newsletter: Editor Rippens reported that we will be getting the
next newsletter out, his last. He advised that the registration
transition will impact the web page so we will need to work with
the webmaster. He reported that he usually has the webmaster
turn the switch for the registration on the web page in February
and it turns off on May 1. As always input for the newsletter is
needed.
Old Business: The newsletter production was a topic of discussion. Chairman Rippens advised that the newsletter was formerly a function of the secretary. Secretary Chavez advised he
would take it on. Motion was made by President Miller and
seconded by Director Childers to return the Newsletter to the
Secretary position duties. Motion Passed unanimously. The
post-February meeting newsletter will be the first one for the
Secretary to produce.
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Program: Director Ernst led the discussion on the program. The
following ideas and lead persons were discussed:
Keynote Speaker:
Rob McMillan, ABC News Inland Empire Reporter (Lannon)
John Hawkins, CAL FIRE - Riverside County (Chavez)
Bob Baird (Childers)
Master of Ceremonies:
Steve Martin - LAC Retired (Ernst)
Chad Cook - VNC (Miller)
Tony Varela - LFD Retired (Ernst)
Color Guard:
Los Angeles County Fire Department (K. Johnson)
San Bernardino County
CAL FIRE (Chavez)
Suggested Programs:
Operations:
Erskine Fire (Witt)
Frog Fire (Witt & Helming)
Canyon Fire Burnover (Witt & Childers)
Blue Cut Fire (Snow)
Chimney Fire (Forsyth)
Sand Fire (K. Johnson)
Smoke Jumpers (Chavez)
Pyro-terrorism (Helming & Childers)
Waterman Incident (Snow)
Leadership:
Mission Driven Culture (Zingheim)
Baird and Hawkins
Rey Fire - Mark Linane (Childers)
“The Big Lie” (Chavez)
Tec/Best:
Drones (Miller & Witt)
WIFIRE (Ernst)
DRTI Bird (Helming)
Aviation Tech (Helming)
Scout Update (Chavez)
Policy/Safety:
Team Transitions - Soberanes
Fatality Trends
Exotic Animal Evacuations in the Interface (Zingheim)
Dozer Safety/trends/analysis (Lannon)
Tactical Changes/fuels (Chavez)
Behavioral:
Tanker 83 ( Zingheim)
Yarnell three years later (Lannon)
Mayhew (Childers)
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Weather:
Tom Rolinski (Chavez)
SJSU Mobile Fire Lab (Chavez)
Drought Early Warning System (Chavez)
Life Membership Recommendations: None at this time.
New Business:
The Board of Directors meeting schedule for 2016-2017 is:
February 3, 2017 – Orange County
April 7, 2017 – Santa Barbara County
May 3, 2017 – Camp Pilgrim Pines
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens will
be held February 3 in Orange County, California.
The meeting was adjourned at 1200.
Respectfully submitted,
Tim Chavez, Association Secretary

The Canyon Fire – A Midnight Success Story
This is a big story about a wildfire. A wildfire that you probably
haven’t ever heard of. Very few have. You certainly haven’t seen
it on CNN or even the Los Angeles TV stations. But, it could have
been one of those fires. So what is so “big” about this story? Well,
you be the judge.

A Midnight Wildfire Was Ignited
At approximately midnight on September 26th, 2016,
the San Bernardino National Forest (SBNF) was experiencing
the widely-known Santa Ana wind conditions. An area transient
deliberately ignited a brush fire just adjacent to a home on Old
Waterman Canyon Road in North San Bernardino, within the
SBNF’s response area.
A 911 call was placed at 12:14 a.m. and US Forest Service
Engine 336 was on scene in an impressive six minutes. Firefighters
on Engine 336 conducted a quick size-up of the fire, determined
a safe and efficient attack plan and went to work. The fire held
high potential to rapidly expand due to the current weather conditions and drought stricken chaparral. Fire behavior growth models predicted that this fire could have expanded to an estimated
6,000 acres including up slope into the mountain community of
Crestline. The potential for structure loss would be tremendous
with values at risk in excess of five billion dollars. This fire could
have easily turned into one of those large, scary, uncontrollable
wildfires that displaced hundreds of residents, burned dozens of
homes, inconvenienced thousands of motorists and cost millions
to suppress, but it didn’t.

The Basics
The story begins with a strategically implemented 24hour staffing schedule and the perfect location of fire station 36
that allowed the crew of Engine 336 to arrive quickly and aggressively attack the fire. San Bernardino County Fire Department
Engine 227 joined the fight soon after. Together, these two engine
crews knocked down the initial advance of the Canyon Fire and,
with the additional arriving forces, proceeded to deprive this fire
of its time in the national media. No spotlight for this small fire.
However, there is another important aspect of the
story. It has long been determined that no single firefighting agency can “protect and serve” to the extent desired, so long-term
relationships have been built and fostered between San Bernardino County Fire, CALFIRE and the US Forest Service. These agencies
have become increasingly dependent on each other to provide
the resources necessary to launch aggressive initial responses,
even in the middle of the night.
As experienced in the Canyon Fire and numerous other fires snuffed out this year by efficiently responding fire crews
from all three agencies, nighttime fires are a fact of life here in
Southern California. The SBNF has a unique feature with a large
population base both inside and outside of the designated
National Forest boundaries and, for whatever reason, wildfires
commonly occur at any time of day. So fire engine staffing doesn’t
always stop at 5:00 p.m. or when the sun sets.
Between the three agencies, a total of 20 engines
responded to the Canyon Fire that morning. In addition, two

water tenders, three 20-person fire crews, three bulldozers, a
night air supervision plane and the night water dropping helicopter all began their respective rapid responses to the Canyon Fire,
intent on keeping the fire as small as possible. This is the only way
it can be here in Southern California.

The Supervisors Play a Role
The firefighters’ supervisors didn’t really want to take
any credit in this story because, isn’t it really all about the firefighters? No. Not always. The firefighters have all been trained
and continue training day to day. But leadership plays a key role
in the story too. They provide the opportunity, funding and, most
importantly, a positive work environment in which these employees strive to learn more, develop new skills and become the best
firefighters they can be. The leaders also make decisions, often
daily, about how long to work the crews each day. They use tools
such as the National Weather Service Fire Weather forecasts and
the Forest Service Predictive Services outlooks and Santa Ana
Wildfire Threat Index. Since 24 hour staffing isn’t a regular work
schedule for Forest Service firefighters, the supervisors are faced
with the impossible task of trying to foresee when a fire is going
to happen, and not let the firefighters go home that night. Such
was the case of the Canyon Fire. Based on years of experience,
constant coordination both internally and externally and that old
reliable gut-feeling, there was a fire engine on-duty less than one
mile from the fire’s location.
Perhaps you have been asking yourself, “so how ‘big’ was
the Canyon Fire?” It measured out to be just short of one acre.
Awesome. This is just one example of our firefighters doing exactly what we ask of them. What the public expects of them. What
makes us proud of them. Too bad we never hear about all the
other “big” stories.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article was written by Greg Goodland, PIO for the
San Bernardino National Forest and recently retired. The article was provided for use in this newsletter by Director Dan Snow.
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Sand Fire - July 22, 2016

Sage Fire - July 9, 2016

The Sand Fire started around 1400 hours on July
22, 2016 near the intersection of Soledad Canyon Road and
Sand Canyon Road. In less than eight hours, it had burned
at least 3,300 acres. On August 3rd, fire officials declared
the fire contained after burning 41,432 acres, destroying 18
buildings and resulting in two fatalities. Although the incident started in the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles County
Fire Department, resources from across Southern California
helped contain the fire.

The Sage Fire burned 1,109 acres near Calgrove
Blvd, in southwest Santa Clarita. The fire started on July 9,
2016 and was declared contained on July 16. The incident
burned in rugged terrain which has now been developed
with many homes resulting in additional problems for firefighters.

EDITORS NOTE: Photographs provided by Ken Morris, LACOFD VPP. As
always, we thank Ken for his excellent photographs.
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EDITORS NOTE: Photographs provided by Ken Morris, LACOFD VPP.

