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We, the members of the Southern California
Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens,
do band together for the purpose of
strengthening inter-agency cooperation, fire
safety coordination, and fellowship.
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“Like” us on Facebook at
Foresters and Fire Wardens
2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
The Board of Directors have begun working on the
programs and speakers for the 86th Annual Wildland
Fire Training and Safety Conference that will be held
on May 5 & 6, 2016 at Camp Pilgrim Pines in beautiful
Oak Glen. This promises to be another exciting and
informative conference and we look forward to seeing
you back at Pilgrim Pines.

FRONT COVER PHOTO
Photograph was supplied by Chief John Hawkins
labled “Pendleton52 - 2008” No further information
was available.

Fire Whirls
by President Steve Reeder

California Fire Museum and Safety Learning Center

The Calif. Fire Museum and Safety Learning Center (CFM-SLC) is a 12 year
old non-profit 501c3 organization, with the mission of building a state of
the Art Fire Museum and Safety Learning Center. We are currently well
on our way, with 5 acres being dedicated to our project at the Orange
County Great Park, which is the former El Toro Marine Corp Air Station in
the city of Irvine.

It’s December and drought conditions continue to affect
our wildland fire environment. Live fuel moistures remain
critically low over most urban interface areas of Southern
California below 3,000 feet. The 2015 fire season has been
long, fire activity high and fire behavior has been extreme.
Too many fellow firefighters were injured or died in the line
of duty. We have much to talk about as we look back on the
2015 fires - much that we must talk about.
At our December Board of Directors meeting, we began the
process of selecting programs to be presented at the 86th
Annual conference. I am excited about the various ideas
brought forward and am confident that we are on track to
provide our members with a quality program in May, 2016.
We are moving the conference back to Camp Pilgrim Pines
after three years at the Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education
Center. While the Irvine location has served us well, they’re
mission is focused on youth programs and they have more
program requests than they are able to accommodate. We
look forward to returning to our traditional mountain location in Oak Glen.

Currently, we have achieved affiliate status with the OC Great Park, where
we are now allowed to begin our capital fund raising towards building our
40,000 sq. ft. state of the art Safety Learning Center and Fire Museum,
for the purpose of educating the public about the everyday hazards they
encounter, and how to avoid injury or death from such hazards dealing
with natural gas, propane, compressed gas, gasoline and diesel fuel, all
the various utilities such as electrical hazards, wires down, water hazards
around pools and spa’s, flooding, creek and river crossings during floods,
ocean safety, and many other interactive learning venues. The Fire Museum will be interspersed among these various safety venues. Our Master
Plan for our CFM-SLC building project has been submitted and approved
by the Great Park Board of Directors/Irvine City Council.
We also currently own 37 vintage fire apparatus, including rigs from the
man-pulled era, horse drawn era, and almost every decade of the 20th
Century. Many of these rigs have recently been restored. Our goal is to
preserve the heritage and history of the Orange County Fire Services, and
California Fire Service History, through displays of Vintage Fire Apparatus,
tools and artifacts, helmets, and rich historical items of the past, to assist
in telling the story of Fire Service in California and Orange County.
Since we do not have a building currently open to the public, for the past
5 years we have participated in numerous civic and public events, where
we set up our booth displaying our history, and also display our vintage
apparatus, along with parades, and other events where we get great exposure to the public, about our Organization, and mission to build our
Museum and Safety Learning Center. This last year we have participated
on average of 2-3 events a month.
Continued on page 4

It is my privilege to serve as your President as we prepare
for the 86th Annual conference. I look forward to seeing
you all in Oak Glen on May 5 and 6, 2016.

3

Currently we have a donated facility with numerous carports and several buildings from the Santa Margarita Water District, in which we house
over 17 of our rigs, to be able to work on them, and perform some of
the more minor restoration work, and we created our Board Room to
conduct our monthly meetings of our Board of Directors. We also have a
rented warehouse that houses our historical collection for the museum,
which is about 5000 sq. ft. stacked in moving crates about 25 ft. high
containing records, artifacts, memorabilia, and vintage fire equipment.

vintage Truck that was converted from a fire truck into a stake bed
truck, which looks very much like the Beverly Hillbillies truck, which is
chain driven. It is believed that these vehicles do not have any connection to Calif. Fire Service. Both of these vehicles are in extremely complete condition, and are currently for sale, to assist building funds for
other restorations. If you happen to be a vintage vehicle restorer type,
or an enterprising individual that might be interested in these vehicles,
please contact us.

We are currently in negotiations to acquire the use of the old Orange
County Fire Dept. Los Alamitos Fire Station, which is an old adobe block
station (one of about 14 built for OCFD in the early 1940’s by the WPA)
which the city owns and is required to be used for Museum purposes
only. This would allow us to display vintage rigs on a rotational basis, along with many other Historical Fire Service and Public Education
Displays.
Since our main efforts currently are to build our state of the art building to house our museum and safety learning center, we are focusing
our funding on this project. However, we currently have several rigs under restoration using funds donated by specific donors who wished to
help with our apparatus restoration projects. Our 1945 Seagrave Engine
with significant local history, and previous service to the Navy, is under a
$65,000 frame off restoration. Recently we have completed restoration
on a 1900 Horse Drawn Hose Wagon which underwent a $18,000 restoration. Our 1957 GMC Panel Rescue Truck, which still has all original motor, code 3 equipment, seats etc. recently underwent a $15K restoration
as well, returning it to it’s original 1957 Fire Service condition. It served
Doheny/Dana Point from 1957 to 1972 at OCFD Station 29. For the last
25 years this same rig was owned and used by the La Palma Police Dept.
as their original Swat Team Vehicle, then bounced around the PD for various other sundry assignments until donated back to us in 2010. This was
displayed during several Forester and Fire Warden Training and Safety
Conferences over the last 5 years.

Photos included show some of our architectural renditions of our
future state of the art museum we will build, some of our events, and
some of the many vintage rigs we currently own.
We are always looking for new members to our organization, volunteers to help with our many projects, and events, and anyone wishing to donate to our organization to assist in funding and we always
would consider the donation of any vintage fire service vehicles, or
equipment to further our mission at the Calif. Fire Museum and Safety
Learning Center.
You can always check out our organization, and follow us via our website www.cafiremuseum.org and on our Face Book Page, Calif. Fire
Museum and Safety Learning Center.

In the last 4 months, the CFM-SLC has acquired several new rigs being
donated to our organization. A 1964 Crown Firecoach, a 2000 gpm Engine
with a 3500 gpm wagon battery was donated by the city of Vernon Fire
Dept. A 1989 Ford/Pierce Engine was donated by San Diego Rural Fire
Dist. We are currently acquiring a 1925 American La France Fire Engine
from a local Fire Dept. where it served from the beginning as it’s Engine 2.
There is also some rather unique vintage vehicles, that have been donated, some coming from the Ponderosa Ranch, used in the Bonanza TV
Series airing in the 1950’s and 60’s. One of these is a 1916 Steyr Aerial
Ladder Truck, built in Steyr Austria, which is a city service straight ladder
truck chassis, but has a unique tiller bucket which is outside the ladder
bed, over the right side rear wheel well. We also have a circa 1915-1920
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Article written by Foresters and Fire Wardens Board
Member Don Forsyth, retired from Orange County Fire Authority as a
Battalion Chief after 42 years and has served on the FFW Board for
the past 20 years. Don is also currently the President of the Calif. Fire
Museum and Safety Learning Center.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF FORESTERS
AND FIRE WARDENS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
December 4, 2015
The meeting of the Southern California Association of
Foresters and Fire Wardens was called to order by President Steve Reeder at 0902 hours at the Kern County Fire
Department Training Facility. President Reeder introduced
Tim Chavez - CAL FIRE Riverside - who is replacing Bob
Michael and Phil Johnson - Orange County Fire Authority
who is replacing Ken Cruz
Officers and Directors Present:
Steve Reeder - CAL FIRE - San Luis Obispo County
David Leininger - Los Angeles County Fire Dept. - retired
Doug Lannon - Arrangements Chairman
Phil Johnson - Orange County Fire Authority
Chris Childers - Santa Barbara County Fire Dept.
Dan Snow - San Bernardino National Forest
Tim Ernst - Los Angeles Fire Department
Nathan Judy - Angeles National Forest
Troy Whitman - Southern California Edison Company
Don Forsyth - Safety Chairman
Kurt Zingheim - CAL FIRE - San Diego County
Tim Chavez - CAL FIRE - Riverside County
Dave Witt - Kern County Fire Department
Officers and Directors Absent:
Gordon Martin - Cleveland National Forest
Vaughan Miller - Ventura County Fire Dept.
Paul H. Rippens - Newsletter Editor
Bart Kicklighter - Sequoia National Forest
Ed Shabro - Vendor Representative
Kevin Johnson - Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
Ron Janssen - CAL FIRE San Bernardino County
Dan Johnson - CAL FIRE Southern Region
Guests:
Trevor Johnson - Ventura County Fire Department
Anthony Caezza - Life Member and Past President
Ken Cruz - Orange County Fire Authority
Minutes:
The minutes of the May 6, 2015 and May 8, 2015 meetings
were presented for approval. Motion by Director Whitman,
seconded by Treasurer Leininger to approve as presented.
Approved.
Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Leininger presented his report covering the dates
from May 6, 2015 to December 4, 2015. The report was
approved as presented. (see report on page 6)

Committee Reports:
Arrangements:
Chairman Lannon reported that he will visit Camp
Pilgrim Pines again to meet with the new director of the
camp. The payments to the camp for the conference are
50% paid at this time and the next payment is due on April
1. All costs for the camp must be paid up front. We have
to guarantee 160 people so we get the entire camp. The
meals for the conference were discussed and we will have
to pay for whatever we order.
The use of Camp Luther Glen for overnight sleeping and parking was discussed and Chairman Lannon along
with Directors Chavez and/or Janssen will assist.
Chairman Lannon will contact Laws Restaurant to
discuss the Directors dinner on the evening of May 4.
The conference cost will remain the same as last
year with $125 for pre-registration and $150 at the door.
All payments will go directly to Treasurer Leininger. Chairman Lannon requested a crew to assist at the conference.
Programs:
First-Vice President Miller did not attend the meeting.
Treasor Johnson from VNC led the discussion of proposed
programs for the 86th Annual Conference. The proposed
programs are:
San Bernardino Terrorism Attack
El Nino 2016
Twisp Burnover Incident
Rough Fire Tree Entrapment
Yarnell Fire
Loop Fire 50th Anniversary
Butte Fire
Australia Wildfire Season Recap
Valley/Jerusalem/Rocky Fires
Dozer Rollover Incidents
Large Airtanker Useage
Gibraltar Fire Aviation
San Diego Type III Team Deployment
International Incident Management
LAFD Leadership Academy
USFS/USMC Leadership
Leadership on the Front Lines
2016 Fire Weather
Fuel/Bug Kills Effect On Fires
Helicopter Operations
REM Overview
Handtools vs. Firearms
2015 Washington Fires Lessons Learned
Electronics on Campaign Fires
Safety Zone Size Estimation
Powerline Safety
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Suggestions for the Keynote Speaker were - John Hawkins-RRU, Tom Porter-CSR, and Bob Baird. The Master of
Ceremonies will be Steve Martin.

California Museum and Safety Training Center and this will
be included in the newsletter. Our thanks to Whitman and
Forsyth for the articles.

Exhibits and Demonstrations:
Second-Vice President Kicklighter is on assignment in
Arizona and was unable to attend the meeting.

Old Business:
There was no old business to discuss at the meeting.

Registration and Membership:
Director Johnson from Orange County Fire Authority volunteered to continue the work of Ken Cruz with Registration
and Membership. Tim Chavez - RRU - will provide the radio
cache and will take care of the direction signage to the conference site.
Entertainment and Raffle:
Director Ernst volunteered to shop for the Director’s who
are too busy to do so again this year. He suggested that
the Director’s offer $75 cash or gifts for the raffle. Motion
by Director Childers, seconded by Director Witt to provide
$500 from the Association funds towards the purchase of
raffle prizes. The motion carried. Entertainment for Thursday evening was discussed.
Publicity:
Director Judy discussed the flyer for the conference and the
need to confirm the program prior to the February meeting.
He also mentioned that we now have 842 people following
us on Facebook.
Historian:
Director Whitman asked for anyone to bring in old Foresters
and Fire Wardens items for display at the conference. Newsletter Editor Rippens is working on a PowerPoint program of
past conferences to show during the conference. Director
Whitman asked all those attending to pose for a head shot
for use by the Newsletter Editor whenever needed.
Golf:
Director Snow reported that the date of May 4 is set for the
annual golf tournament. More information will be sent out
at a later date.
Newsletter:
Newsletter Editor Rippens was unable to attend the meeting but has most of the newsletter completed except for
the minutes of this meeting. He always needs more articles for the newsletter so please keep that in mind. The
next newsletter will include a review of the book “On The
Burning Edge.” The review was written by John Maclean
and was reprinted with permission of the Society of American Foresters. Director Whitman also sent in an article on
the “FlameSniffers” program being used in Santa Barbara
County. Safety Officer Don Forsyth sent in an article on the
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Life Membeship Recommendations:
Recommendations for Life Members were:
Robert Michales - CAL FIRE - RRU
Rob Lewin - CAL FIRE - SLU
Ray Chaney - CAL FIRE - MVU
Mario Rueda - Los Angeles Fire Dept.
All recommendations were approved.
New Business:
There was a discussion regarding expanding the Board of
Directors to include the CAL FIRE MMU area (Mariposa,
Madera & Merced). This action would require an Association By-Laws Change.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the Southern
California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens will be
held in San Diego County on Friday, February 5, 2016.
The meeting was adjourned at 1200 hours.
Respectfully submitted,
Dan Snow, Director, San Bernardino National Forest
Treasurer’s Report
Balance as of 5-6-15			

$30,668.33

Receipts
Dues and Conference Registration $13,125.38
Total receipts				
Disbursements:
Gordon Martin (presidents plaque)
IROEC (conference costs)
D&L Awards (speaker plaques)
UCCR-Pilgrim Pines (deposit)
UCCR-Pilgrim Pines (deposit)

$13,125.38
$ 23.75
$9,320.00
$ 331.50
$2,827.25
$2,827.25		

Total disbursements			

$15,329.75

Balance on hand			

$28,463.96

‘FlameSniffers’ Mounted on SCE Transmission

Towers in Fire Detection Pilot

Droid-like, early-warning devices will stream
live data on fire conditions in mountains above
Santa Barbara.

Soon, the devices will stream live data to communications hubs at Mission Canyon fire station and the
county’s fire dispatch center. The data will also be
available online to firefighters, aerial teams and SCE
fire personnel. FlameSniffer CEO Cam McKenna, who
was on hand for the installation, said SCE’s cooperation
is critical to the pilot’s success.

March 25, 2015 | By Paul Griffo

“This project represents a significant step forward to
combat the increasing threat of wildfire, and we’re
One evening in May 2009, strong winds known
grateful to the SCE staff who worked to make sure this
locally as Sundowners rushed down the Santa Ynez
pilot comes to fruition,” McKenna said. “In addition,
Mountains in Santa Barbara County, fanning flames
it will benefit the homeowners throughout Mission
that are believed to have been started earlier that
Canyon by providing early fire detection resulting in an
afternoon by workers clearing brush.
increased level of public safety.”
The resulting Jesusita Fire roared through Mission
McKenna added that this is also the first pilot site for
Canyon and surrounding communities for nearly two
this type of ground-based, fire-prevention technology
weeks. When done, the fire had burned 8,733 acres,
in the United States, as well as a first for a fire departdestroyed 80 homes and injured 30 firefighters.
ment or a utility to proactively combat wildfire through
early detection and year-round climate analysis.
Five years later, because of a groundbreaking partnership between Southern California Edison (SCE) and
SCE Fire Management officer Troy Whitman, who was
the Santa Barbara County Fire Department, there is
responsible for SCE’s involvement in the partnership,
hope that new, cutting-edge fire detection equipment
says the FlameSniffer pilot will benefit not only resirecently installed on the utility’s transmission towers
dents of the Mission Canyon area, but all SCE customcan prevent injury and destruction by providing an
ers as well.
early warning if such a fire erupts again.
“This program couldn’t be more important than
it is now in the extreme drought,” said retiring
Santa Barbara County Fire Chief Michael Dyer, who is
responsible for spearheading the yearlong pilot. Last
summer, conditions from the ongoing drought resulted
in heightened fire restrictions in the area.
SCE crews recently attached nine “FlameSniffer”
devices, which bear a striking resemblance to R2-D2,
to towers high in the mountains above Santa Barbara.
The cylindrical, dome-topped devices aren’t equipped
with as many problem-solving gadgets as the celebrity
droid, but they can still do a lot, Dyer said.

“This cutting-edge technology allows us to gather intelligence quickly and to respond to serve all of our
customers’ needs,” Whitman said. “Protection of life,
property and natural resources comes first, but early
detection of fires may also prevent damage to poles
and power lines that could result in extended power
outages.”
The pilot required cooperation between SCE and the
Santa Barbara County Fire Department, as well as
agreements with the U.S. Forest Service and owners of
adjacent private property. FlameSniffer is funding the
$400,000 cost of the pilot, which includes $260,000
worth of equipment.

Spaced about a mile apart, each 14-pound FlameSniffer will keep a silent 24-hour vigil, “sensing heat, smoke,
relative humidity and wind, then it can take a picture of
what it is sensing,” Dyer said. “By strategically placing
FlameSniffers on SCE towers, it will now enable us to
see into the canyons and low-lying areas, allowing us
to respond that much quicker if sensors get triggered.”
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On the Burning Edge
Kyle Dickman. 304p. $26.00
(hardcover). Ballantine Books.
2015. ISBN: 978-0-55339-2128.

A book written quickly in the wake of a major disaster, in this

case, the Yarnell Hill Fire of 2013, should be a first draft of history,
a skeleton on which the reading public can rely, with adjustments
as time brings more insight, reflection, and information.
The Yarnell Hill Fire, which cost the lives of 19 members
of the Granite Mountain Hotshots, is the worst disaster for an organized wildland fire crew in over a century, back to the Big Burn
of 1910. Two years later, many questions remain unanswered:
why did the hotshots leave a safe place and descend into a box
canyon where they were overwhelmed by a flame front? Why
wasn’t the fire controlled in its early stages? Were supervisory
personnel negligent? Why are the two official investigations, both
by the state of Arizona, so radically different: one says there were
no major mistakes; the other says there were many willful and
serious ones.
The fire has been the subject of extensive media and internet coveage. A massive, unprecedented quantity of audiovisual recordings made during the fire and other data provide a rich
trove of factual material to consider.
The first book based on the fire appeared in May 2015:
On the Burning Edge, by Kyle Dickman, who wrote about the
event earlier for Outside Magazine. Dickman, who was a temporary firefighter with the Tahoe Hotshots for most of the 2006
season, spends the bulk of the book on hotshot culture and the
experiences of the Granite Mountain Hotshots well before the
Yarnell Hill Fire. He speedwrote and reported the book on a tight,
16-month publisher’s deadline. “I’d wake up at six and type until
2 AM and find time for a nap and a run in between,” he has noted.
The book reads easily, but shows every sign of an overhasty attempt to capitalize on a human and natural disaster, for
which the publisher should accept some responsibility. A marketing blurb claiming that the book is the “definitive” account of
the Yarnell Hill Fire has done the author no favor. Even friendly
reviewers on Amazon.com balk at that one.
The book contains far too many factual errors, several
even corrected in second references. Dickman writes that his
main source, Brendan McDonough, the lone surviving hotshot,
was a rookie 4 years earlier, then later correctly states that he was
starting his 3rd year as a hotshot. A short prologue says a middle
school is “soon to catch fire,” and a very large air tanker (VLAT)
“could unload thirty thousand gallons of fire retardant in a single
drop.” Later, Dickman reports flames never touched the middle
school and a VLAT can hold just over 11,000 gallons.

8

Important historical references can be vague: the first
hotshot crews “emerged in the 1940s”; his benchmark for previous wildland firefighter deaths was “in the 1930s,” probably a reference to the Griffith Park Fire of 1933 in the city of Los Angeles,
which killed 29 members of a road crew impressed into fighting
the fire.
And why regularly overdramatize such an inherently dramatic event? A falling tree with only an 18-inch diameter lands
with enough force to cause a minor earthquake: “Every hotshot
on the line could feel the ground shake.” Alaska fires toss half-ton
logs thousands of feet into the air. More significantly, a breathless telling of McDonough’s retreat from a lookout post doesn’t
match the evidence or the account of the firefighter who picked
him up.
Dickman has been criticized for inventing dialogue and
thoughts for the lost crew in his magazine article and again in his
book. In recounting a prior fire, for example, one hotshot who
did not survive the Yarnell Hill Fire finds time for a quiet momunt
alone to ‘fantasize of past lovers” and “create and dispel” fears of
losing a girlfriend. Young men do think in these terms, but the
scene smacks of makebelieve.
When he gets to the Yarnell Hill Fire, Dickman adds little to an understanding of this highly complex event with one
potentially significant exception, about a vital radio conversation
just before the hotshots left “good black” and headed for the box
canyon. McDonough, who survived because he was detached as
a lookout, has told his story in different versions to official investigators and others. What he had not done before Dickman’s book
came out was to tell his story under oath, for litigation stemming
from the fire.
In the book, McDonough exonerates Eric Marsh, Granite
Mountain’s superintendent, from a much-rumored charge that
he ordered his crew to pack up and leave the “good black” during
a heated radio exchange with his No. 2 Jess Steed. Dickman tells
us McDonough, who overheard the relevant conversation, heard
no quarrel and no dissenting voice. Whether that account holds
up remains to be seen: one hopes it does, for everyone’s sake.
John N. Maclean (john@johnmacleanbooks.com), author of Fire
on the Mountain and other books on wildland fire. Maclean is
writing a book about the Yarnell Hill Fire.
This review originally appeared in the September 2015 edition of the Journal of
Forestry and is reprinted with permission of the Society of American Foresters.

