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We, the members of the Southern
California Association of Foresters
and Fire Wardens, do band together
for the purpose of strengthening
inter-agency cooperation, fire safety
coordination, and fellowship.
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Fire Whirls

If you look on the front page of this newsletter, you’ll find that every wildland agency in
Southern California is represented on the board
of directors. I ask each of you to take a few
minutes to reflect on this past fire season. If you
have any ideas for a topic or presentation you
would like to see, please share your ideas with
your agency’s director; or any other director
listed. On December 5, the Board met for our
first planning meeting for the upcoming 2015
conference, and we welcome your thoughts. It’s
for you, the firefighters of southern California that
we do what we do.

From President
Dan Snow
Fire Season 2014
has been very slow,
almost to the point of
boring here in Southern
California. Many of you
have been supporting
incidents all across the
west and have seen the
fire behavior of drought
stricken fuels. But just
because the season in Southern California has
been slow doesn’t mean we should let our guard
down. As the Santa Ana wind season enters we
need to be more vigilant than ever. A few
sprinkles across the southland in late October only
moderated the fuels for a few days. Hey guess
what, the weather is getting hotter and dryer.
Dead fuel moistures across our landscapes are at
critical levels. One ignition in the wrong place will
send us all to work.

Have a good
Holiday season.

safe

Kelley Gouette Retirees from CALFIRE
On October 21, Kelley Gouette, Staff Chief—
Operations, CAL FIRE Northern Region, retired from
CALFIRE after 32 years of service. Retired Assistant
Chief Doug Lannon (CALFIRE) represented the Southern California Association of Foresters & Fire Wardens
at the retirement luncheon and presented Kelley with his
Life Membership certificate, card and pin. Kelley served
as Director to the SCAFFW Board from San Luis Obispo
County and as President in 2003. Happy retirement
Kelley!

Last May Tom Rolinski (Forest Service
Meteorologist) presented his Santa Ana Wildfire
Threat Index to us at the 84th conference. This fall
it was unveiled and is up and running. Take a few
minutes to see the product and save it in your
favorites for quick access.
I want to take a moment to re-emphasize
what the Southern California Association of
Foresters and Fire Wardens is all about. In 1930
the idea of a few forward thinking fire officers was
to get various wildland agencies of southern California together, spend a few days getting to know
each other and talk about the past fire season.
Through this idea and commitment, we have
evolved into the most dynamic fire safety organization in the state of California. We (the board) are
committed to bringing you, the firefighters and officers of Southern California the best possible conference.
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2015 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
In December, the Board of Directors began the
process of selecting programs for the 85TH
Annual Wildland Fire Training and Safety
Conference that will be held on May 7 & 8, 2015
at the Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education Center
in Orange County, California. If you have any
suggestions or comments, please
contact us
through our e-mail address at
SCAFFW@aol.com
Foresters & Fire Wardens contact information:
Mailing—SCAFFW, c/o Gordon P. Martin
1147 E. 6th Street, Corona, CA 92879

You can now go
directly to our web
site by scanning the
QRC (quick response
code) with your smart
phone.

E-mail: SCAFFW@aol.com
The DC
DC--Web
10 Airtanker
dropping retardant onto
Site: www.scaffw.org
structures in Weed, California (Siskiyou County) in
an effort to stop the advancing fire front from
burning any further into downtown Weed.
Foresters and Fire Wardens Contact Information
Mailing: SCAFFW c/o Gordon P. Martin
1147 E. 6th Street, Corona, CA 92879
E-mail: SCAFFW@aol.com
Web Site: www.scaffw.org

Cover Photo
In recognition of pilot Craig Hunt and CalFire
Tanker 81. Story on page 6 of this newsletter.

“Like” us on Facebook at
Foresters & Fire Wardens

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
85TH ANNUAL WILDLAND FIRE
TRAINING AND SAFETY CONFERENCE.

Did you or are you thinking of
changing your E-mail address?
Please remember to contact the
SCAFFW at SCAFFW@aol.com and let
us know so we can send you your
newsletters and other important
information.

May 7 & 8, 2015
Check our web site for further
information www.scaffw.org
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Leadership Under Fire Inc. (Speaker Fee)
Gordon Martin (Plaque Outgoing President)
PayPal (Refund)
IROEC (Conference Fees-2014)
IROEC (Deposit 2015 Conference)
Total Disbursements:
Balance on hand:
Last year at this time:

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
of FORESTERS & FIRE WARDENSBOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
December 5, 2014
The meeting of the Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens was called to order by President Dan
Snow at 0900 hours at Kern County’s Olive Drive Training
Center, Bakersfield, California on December 5, 2014. President Snow led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Director Witt introduced Brian Marshall, Chief of the Kern
County Fire Department who welcomed the Association and
thanked us for all that we do and pledged the support of his
department.

Treasurer Leininger explained that the refund to PayPal was
for a member who got a refund through PayPal after the one
week deadline for getting refunds. This will be corrected by
shutting down the online registration one week prior to the
conference this year. Motion by Director Ernst, second by
Director Childers, to approve the treasurer’s report as
presented. The motion was approved.

Committee Reports:
Arrangements: Chairman Lannon reported that he and
Treasurer Leininger had visited the IROEC and talked to
Michael Jacobus, IROEC Executive Director, off and on since
the end of the last conference. The AV and PA systems are
still having issues so, we need to make sure that we have a
backup system. They are looking into putting in a road directly from Santiago Cyn. Road to the center without going
through the park road/gate system. There was damage to the
sprinkler system at the center that after investigation we do
not feel was caused by anyone attending the conference.
They are looking forward to us coming back and are ready for
us.

Officers and Directors Present:
Dan Snow – San Bernardino National Forest
Chris Childers – Santa Barbara County Fire Dept
Gordon Martin – Cleveland National Forest.
Kurt Zingheim – CAL FIRE – San Diego County
David Leininger – Treasurer
Vaughan Miller – Ventura County Fire Dept.
Doug Lannon – Arrangements Chair
Tim Ernst – Los Angeles Fire Dept.
Frank Vidales – Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
Steve Reeder – CAL FIRE – San Luis Obispo Co.
Don Forsyth – Safety Officer
David Witt – Kern County Fire Dept.
Paul H. Rippens – Newsletter Editor
Bart Kicklighter – Sequoia National Forest
Ken Cruz – Orange County Fire Authority
Ron Janssen – CAL FIRE – San Bernardino Co.
Troy Whitman – Southern California Edison
Nathan Judy – Angeles National Forest

Program: First Vice President Reeder led a discussion on
the proposed programs for the 2015 conference.
The
proposed programs and tentative speakers are:
Color Guard/Pipes & Drums/ Bell Ceremony: Orange County
Fire, CALFIRE, USFS
Keynote Speaker: Kim Zagaris/Cal OES

Officers and Directors Absent:
Robert Michael – CAL FIRE – Riverside County
Dan Johnson – CAL FIRE – Southern Region
Ed Shabro – Vendor Representative

Master of Ceremonies: Doug Allen, Dan Dulitz, Chad Cook.
Programs:
Yarnell Incident—Truitt/Willis
Beaver Fire Shelter Deployment—Tom Browning
King Fire Near Miss—Corey Rose/Jim Snow
Military Helicopter Use—Ray Chaney w/Military Rep. USMC
Leadership—Popodich
Rapid
Extrication Module
Weather/
Fuels/Fire Behavior—Tom Rolinski
Radio Directional Finding (RDF) - Sam Carney
Fireline
Explosives by Helicopter—Brian Economy
Northern
Operations—2014 Fires—Kelley Gouette
Southern
Operations—2014 San Diego Fires
WUI Fire
Pre-planning—Mike Rohde
National
Wildfire Perspective—John Maclean
Aviation
and Iron—Chad Cook
Helicopter Operations—Desiree Horton
Helicopter Hoist Operations/Night Operations—Pat Williams Safety
Matters—Yarnell Independent Investigation—Holly Neil

Guests:
Anthony Caezza – Ventura County – Life Member
Dave Allen – CAL FIRE – San Diego County – Member
Trevor Johnson – Ventura County – Member
Terry Raley – Ventura County – Life Member
Rod Megli – Ventura County – Past President
Minutes: President Snow presented the minutes of the April
30 and May 2, 2014 meetings for consideration. Motion by
Treasurer Leininger, seconded by Director Whitman to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Leininger presented his report covering the period from April 30, 2014 to December 5,
2014.
Balance as of 4-30-2014
Receipts:
Dues and Conference Registration:
Total Receipts:
Disbursements:
G. Research Consultants (Speaker Fee)
D & L Awards (Speaker Plaques)

$1,692.00
$18.89
$140.45
$12,435.00
$3,933.75
$21,475.09
$25,534.63
$26,771.50

$34,420.56

All contact people should check with their speakers and report
back to First Vice President Reeder as to availability of their
speakers, what time frames they need, costs (if any), and if
they have a preferred day prior to the next meeting.

$12,589.16
$12,589.16
$3,000.00
$255.00
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Exhibits and Demonstrations: Second Vice President Miller
is looking forward to this year’s exhibits and demonstrations.
President Snow contacted Vendor Representative Shabro
and he will be in contact with Second Vice President Miller
soon.

next board meeting so that we could take a picture for
inclusion in the book. The motion passed.
Life Membership Recommendations:
President Snow
nominated Kelley Gouette for Life Membership. The motion
was seconded by First Vice President Reeder and passed
without discussion. Director Witt nominated Mike Cody for Life
Membership. The motion was seconded by Treasurer
Leininger and passed without discussion. We will be updating
the list of Life Members. If anyone has any information on
any of the Life Members please let the Secretary know.

Registration and Membership: Director Cruz reported that
he has processed 5-6 memberships since the last conference.
He would like to clean up the database and remove people
who have not been active members in many years.
Entertainment and Raffle: Director Ernst asked if there
were any responses to our survey last year. Editor Rippens
reported that there were only 3 responses last year, they were
all generally positive. Director Ernst led a discussion as to the
necessity of the Directors bringing raffle prizes. The results of
the discussion were that the Association would continue to
supply $500 toward the purchase of raffle prizes and that
Directors could either give $75 to Director Ernst so that he
could purchase raffle gifts or supply the gifts themselves.
Director Ernst passed out stamped envelopes and he will
email the donation request to each Director so that they can
hand carry it to a potential donor.

New Business: President Snow led a discussion on the
need to update the by-laws. There was a motion by Director
Whitman to present the membership with a motion to change
Article IV, Section 2 of the bylaws to read “The Board of
Directors shall consist of the Agency Directors, the
Association Officers, and those appointed to positions by the
President with a 2/3 approval by the board.”
Director
Zingheim seconded the motion and the motion passed.
President Snow led a discussion on some ideas for a giveaway for this year. Everyone should look into ideas for the gift
and bring them to the next meeting.

Publicity: Director Miller reported that he and Director Judy
haven’t ramped up yet this year. They plan on using all of the
media that we used last year and include a fact sheet on the
Association along with the other fliers. There will be a Conference flyer and a follow up flyer that will include more details
once the speakers have been nailed down.

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire
Wardens will be held February 6, 2015 in Riverside County,
CA.
President Snow thanked Director Witt for making the
arrangements for the meeting. Director Judy made a motion
to adjourn the meeting, the motion was seconded by Second
Vice President Miller, the motion passed, and the meeting
was adjourned at 1200.

Historian: Historian Whitman requested that if anyone runs
across any old Association materials they should bring them
to a meeting and get them to him. He also requested that we
recognize Past Presidents and Life Members at the beginning
of the conference.

Respectfully submitted,
Gordon P. Martin,
Association Secretary

Safety: Chairman Forsyth had nothing to report.
Golf: President Snow reported that the golf tournament is
scheduled this year at the same Yucaipa location as last year
for the same price ($65) as last year. T-time will be 0800.
Newsletter: Editor Rippens reported that the newsletter is in
progress. He just received an article from First Vice President
Reeder about the Tanker 81 crash that will be our cover story.
He has received several other articles and as soon as he receives the minutes from this meeting he will be ready to publish. He is always looking for more articles and pictures
(portrait preferred). Chairman Forsyth suggested that since
our main emphasis is supposed to be safety we pull articles
from the Forest Service Lessons Learned website. Editor
Rippens suggested that the Board recognize the person who
maintains our website since he performs that for us for free.
Old Business: There was a discussion about moving the
conference to earlier in the year. The general consensus was
that there are conflicts to any earlier time. We have held the
conference at this time for many years and have had negotiations with other organizations so that they would not schedule
their events to conflict with ours.
There was a discussion on issuing a new history book in
honor of the 85th annual conference. There was a motion by
Director Childers to authorize Editor Rippens to spend up to
$2,000 to produce a new history book for this year’s
conference. Director Whitman seconded the motion. It was
suggested that the book be available electronically. Director
Whitman requested that the Directors wear their shirts to the
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Veteran Pilot Killed in Airtanker Crash
By Alyssa Smith, CAL FIRE Communications Office
In Early October of this year, CAL FIRE and the firefighting community lost one of their own after a CAL
FIRE airtanker crashed while fighting a wildfire in Yosemite National Park. Pilot Geoffrey "Craig" Hunt was killed on
October 7, 2014 while flying a CAL FIRE S-2T airtanker over the Dog Rock Fire burning near Yosemite's Arch
Rock. As reports of the crash became known, media outlets from across the country and even around the world
began to flood the airwaves and the internet about the CAL FIRE loss. Preliminary reports from the National Transportation Safety Board indicate that the airtanker’s wing struck a tree, causing it to crash. The last time a CAL FIRE
airtanker crashed was in 2001, when two tankers collided while fighting a fire in Mendocino County.
"My dad died a hero,” said Hunt’s daughter Sarah Hunt Lauterbach. “There was not a day that went by that
I didn't talk to my dad. He was my best friend".
Hunt, 62, was a 13-year veteran pilot flying for CAL FIRE under contract with DynCorp International. Hunt
flew in the U.S. Navy from 1975-1984 and served in the U.S. Army Reserves for 20 years before his tenure at
DynCorp. While Hunt loved to fly planes, he also had a love of teaching others. When he wasn’t fighting fires, he
served as a chemistry teacher at UC Santa Cruz. Hunt earned a master’s degree in business from the University of
Southern California and a master’s degree in biochemistry from the University of
California at Santa Cruz.
Several months later, the airtanker incident is still fresh on the minds of
the aviation and firefighting community. “We continue to mourn the tragic loss of
Craig,” said CAL FIRE Director Ken Pimlott. “We know wildland firefighting is an
inherently dangerous job, but Craig made the ultimate sacrifice.”
A large memorial was held for Hunt on October 21 in San Jose. Hundreds
of firefighters, pilots and members of the public paid tribute to Hunt. To view the
full memorial visit http://www.fire.ca.gov/about/
fire_protection_memorial_hunt.php.
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The Fire/Flood Sequence—again!

Tanker 910 Retires

The Colby Fire of January 2014 burned
1,992 acres above the city of Glendora in eastern
Los Angeles County. Most of the area had not
burned since the deadly Canyon Inn Fire of 1968.

A DC-10 converted to an air tanker to battle
wildfires across the USA is being honored as it ends its
decade of service. Its final flight was November 15
when it was flown from Castle, CA near Merced to
Oscota, Mich. For dismantling.

Like most
wildland fires, the
denuded hillsides
create
another
problem, that of
having nothing to
hold back rain that
Colby Fire—January 2014
falls on the area.
Foresters and wildland fire personal refer to this as
the fire/flood sequence, and that has become
evident once again in Glendora.

Tanker 910 was converted to an air tanker in
2004 and began battling fires in California under a
contract with CAL FIRE in 2006. Tanker 910 was used
in more than 500 firefighting missions in California and
over 750 in the U.S.
Fires included the Rim Fire, King Fire,
Mountain Fire, Zaca Fire, Station Fire and the Happy
Camp Complex Fire. The aircraft also flew many
missions in Nevada. “Most of the area in Nevada is
BLM land, and I think those guys began to understand
that it’s useful in the large fires in the sagebrush
country,” said safety officer John Gould.

In early 1969, heavy rains fell on the steep
hillsides burned by the Canyon Inn Fire and
massive mudslides rushed into the populated
areas below inundating homes and covering
streets with tons of mud, rock and debris.

Tanker 910 was able to carry large amounts of
fire retardant, making it useful in battling large fires.
To honor the work the airplane has done on
California fires, officials at the Castle airport saluted the
airplane as it took off for the last time.

New
homes have
been built up
against the
now denuded hillsides
forcing home
-owners
to
Mud flows from the 1968 Canyon Inn Fire
deal with the
possibility of debris flows reminiscent to the 1969
floods.

Tanker Air Carrier plans to replace Tanker 910
with a newer model that will carry the same “910”
designation as the plane being retired.
“That is
important for people to know” Gould said of the
replacement airplane entering service.

For fire department personnel, the work
continues.

Damage from the 1969 rains in Glendora
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A Bit of History

in a discussion of their part in the conflagrations. The CHP
and utility men want effective liaison and exchange of information on fires. In return their agencies will be doing all they
can to help us.

1970 Conflagrations Discussed
Speakers and panel members at the Southern
California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens meeting
on May 6 & 7 seemed unanimous in expressing belief that the
conflagrations of 1970 could reoccur. The annual meeting
was held near Frazier Park with 271 watershed fire fighters
attending. Hosted by the men of USFS, Los Padres Forest,
the Research, Training and Safety meeting concentrated on
lessons learned during 1970 when California experienced a
devastating series of conflagrations throughout the state. The
program included many of the men who had planned and
directed the fire fighting efforts.

Sgt. Carlburg described 32 of the 144 fires in the
disaster period as arson. Seeing fires and fire equipment
evidently excites potential arsonists to action, he said. Active
patrols by fire and police during high fire danger periods
seem to have some definite benefit. Sgt. Carlburg went on to
say that Fire Prevention education of school children is effective in controlling fire starts by juveniles.
Panels on Air Attack, Service and Supply, Demobilization and the installation of new officers filled the second
day. Helicopter and fixed wing aircraft attack effectiveness
was compared with the helicopter seemingly being the best
by retardant delivery rates. However, no one seemed to
want to give up any fixed wing strength.

Lou Moran, State Forester, reported that during the
period beginning September 23 and ending approximately
October 3, the fire situation in the whole state was critical. In
controlling the numerous massive fires all over the state, the
Forester gave much credit to the statewide mutual aid planning that had been developed in prior years. He cited a Los
Angeles County Board of Inquiry report that stated “All that
could have been done by fire fighters was done,” and that they
received “full support from mutual aid, OES, CDF and the
USFS.” In discussing how this was accomplished. Mr. Moran
gave credit to conferences such as the annual Southern
California Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens.

Officers for the coming year were installed, Tony
Caezza of Ventura County will be the new President, Bob
Terry continued as Kern County’s member of the Board of
Directors. Many Kern County fire fighters were there, including Chief R.H. Williams and past presidents of the Association, Harry Van Horne and Tom Dickinson. A beautiful snow
fall was specially arranged for by the management to coincide with the opening of the program on the second day.
One speaker, Lynn Biddison, USFS, was detained in New
Mexico by the first campaign fire of the year. On this fire the
first air tanker crash of the season was reported; a B25 and
the pilot were lost.

C.H. Crouch, Los Padres Deputy Forest Supervisor,
warned fire fighters that the USFS was going into this coming
year with only 35 per cent of their needed financing. This, he
said, would provide very little in initial attack response.
Walt Bolster, CDF Information Officer, showed two
films that graphically described the statewide fire problems
during the conflagration period. A panel moderated by Jay
Peterson, USFS, discussed the Conflagration Fire Boss. On
this panel Kenneth Long, LA City FD, urged chief officers not
to worry about asking for enough equipment. John Hastings,
Fire Control Officer for CDF, stressed the importance of knowing and using all of your resources.
The panel on Emergency Multiple Agency Buildup
was led by Walter Meager, LA Co. FD. Dick Barrows, Acting
Chief of OES, urged use of the task force concept when using
OES, and assigning a local unit for cross communication.
Elmer Benson, Orange Co. CDF, wants task force groups
used because the fire boss can have better control and retain
a better knowledge of their location. He also believes preplanning with local military units pays off when you need their help
on a major fire.

L to R: George Hull, LAC; Dennis Bebense, CDF; Gene Pierce,
USFS; Dick Hannum, CDF and Tony Caezza, VNC

This article appeared in the June 1971 edition of
“Embers,” a magazine produced by the Kern County
Fire Department. The article was written by Jack White.
Our thanks to Director David Witt for providing a copy
for our use.

The Other Agency Coordination panel, led by Gene
Pierce, USFS, brought CHP Lt. Jack O’Brian, Bell Telephone’s Jack Westling, Edison Co. representative Maury
Croson and Sgt. Bill Carlburg, LA Co. Arson Squad, together

8

