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Web Site: www.scaffw.org

Actually, that process began at our postconference meeting last May when we decided to
invite John Maclean back as a presenter to talk
about the Esparanza Incident. John is always an
exciting and entertaining speaker and we hope to
be able to offer his new book at the conference.
You will be able to follow the progress of our
speaker selection on our web site and in our
newsletters. We think this is going to be an
exciting year for the Foresters and Fire Wardens
and our members.

Fire Whirls
By President Robert Michael

First let me say
what a privilege it is to
serve as President of the
Southern
California
Association of Foresters
and Fire Wardens. In
our 83 years history, I
am the 75th president of
this organization. Over
the years the Board
members have worked
diligently to provide informative and entertaining
conferences for our members – and I plan on
seeing that that tradition continues.

On a sad note, the association has lost a
couple of our good friends and Life Members
during the past year. Jim Smith, retired from the
Ventura County Fire Department passed away in
October and Herb McElwee, retired from the Santa Barbara County Fire Department and the Montecito Fire Department passed away in December.
Both these men served not only their departments
well, but also served this association as director’s
and in the case of Herb, president in 1974. Our
thoughts go out to the families of these two outstanding individuals.

At the inaugural meeting of this group held
in Santa Barbara on April 16, 1929, the new Board
members voted to call the organization the
“Association of Foresters and Fire Wardens.” That
name was soon changed to add “Southern
California” to the name which has served the
organization well. It’s important to know that even
though the term “Fire Wardens” is not used much
today, the mission of this organization remains the
same; to provide a conference that brings together
members from Southern California that have an
active role in wildland firefighting for the purpose of
camaraderie and to learn from past experience
and new technology.

James N. Smith

This year we are making big changes; the
first being a new conference location. After thirty
years at Camp Pilgrim Pines, the Board has
decided that it’s time for a change and the 2013
conference will be held at the Irvine Outdoor
Education Center in Orange County. We’ll miss
the mountain setting that Camp Pilgrim Pines
offered, but we’ll welcome a new, state-of-the-art
facility with room to grow. At our December 2012
meeting, we began the process of selecting the
programs that will be presented at the conference.

James Smith, a 13 year resident of Fort Mojave, AZ,
died after a sudden illness on October 22, 2011. Jim
lived in Ventura, CA for 50 years, serving the County
of Ventura as a fireman, captain, battalion chief, fire
marshal and Assistant Fire Chief for 35 years. He
was a Director to the Southern California Association
of Foresters and Fire Wardens and a Life Member.
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Herbert C. McElwee passes away

2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS

Former Montecito
Fire Chief Herbert McElwee
has passed away.
Herb
began his career in 1954
with the United States
Forest Service.
In 1964,
Herb was hired by Santa
Barbara County Fire, where
he promoted through the
ranks to Operations Section
Chief. After 21 years of service with Santa
Barbara County Fire, Herb was appointed Fire
Chief at Montecito Fire Protection District on
January 1, 1987. In June of 2000, Chief McElwee
retired from Montecito Fire, but remained as a
Liaison Officer on United States Forest Service
Central Coast Incident Management Team 7. He
had approximately 56 years of continual contributions to the fire service.

The Board of Directors has begun working on the
83rd Annual Wildland Fire Training and Safety
Conference that will be held on May 2 & 3, 2013
at the Irvine Outdoor Education Center in
Orange County, California. We’re excited about
the proposed programs and the new conference
site. If you have any questions, please contact
us through our e-mail address at
SCAFFW@aol.com

You can now go
directly to our web
site by scanning the
QR (quick response)
code with your smart
phone. You may
have to download a
reader app.

Herb served on the board of the Southern
California Association of Foresters and Fire
Wardens and served as President in 1974. He
was a past President of the Fire District’s Association and was active with the Western Fire Chief’s
Association.

Cover Photo The spaceship Endeavor flies over
Los Angeles County Fire Station 82 in La Canada on
its way to LAX. Photo by Ken Morris.

“Like” us on Facebook at
Southern CA Foresters and
Fire Wardens

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
83rd ANNUAL WILDLAND TRAINING
AND SAFETY CONFERENCE.

Did you or are you thinking of
changing your E-mail address?
Please remember to contact the
SCAFFW at SCAFFW@aol.com and let
us know so we can send you your
newsletters and other important
information.

May 2 & 3, 2013
Check our web site for further
information www.scaffw.org
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
of FORESTERS & FIRE WARDENSBOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
December 7, 2012

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Leininger presented his
report covering the period from May 2, 2012 to December 7,
2012.
Balance as of 5-2-12
$27,500.48
Receipts: Dues and Conference Registration: $8,885.85
Total Receipts:
$8,885.85
Disbursements: Dr. Brent Ruby (Speaker Fee) $500.00
Gordon Martin (Speaker Certificates)
$147.23
Pilgrim Pines (Conference Fees-2012)
$6,381.82
Michael LaPlant (Conference Fee Refund)
$110.00
Tim Ernst (Raffle Supplies)
$30.53
TIROEC (2013 Conf. Facility Deposit)
$2,421.25
Luther Glen (Rooms-2012 Conference)
$24.00
Total Disbursements:
$9,614.83
Balance on hand:
$26,771.50
Last year at this time:
$25,647.36

The meeting of the Southern California Association of
Foresters and Fire Wardens was called to order by President
Robert Michael at 0902 hours at Kern County’s ECC, Bakersfield, California on December 7, 2012. Bart Kicklighter was
introduced as the new Director for the Sequoia National
Forest and Kurt Zingheim was introduced as the Director
from CALFIRE-San Diego County.
Officers and Directors Present:
Chris Childers – Santa Barbara County Fire Dept.
Gordon Martin – Cleveland National Forest
Kurt Zingheim – CAL FIRE – San Diego County
David Leininger – LAC retired—Treasurer
Tim Ernst – Los Angeles Fire Dept.
Frank Vidales – Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
Robert Michael – CAL FIRE – Riverside County
Steve Reeder – CAL FIRE – San Luis Obispo Co.
David Witt – Kern County Fire Dept.
Troy Whitman – Southern California Edison
Tom Plymale – Los Padres National Forest
Dan Snow – San Bernardino National Forest
Suzanne Penfold – CAL FIRE – San Bernardino Co.
Abigail Srader – CAL FIRE – Southern Region
Bart Kicklighter – Sequoia National Forest

Motion by Director Vidales, second by Director Whitman to
approve the treasurer’s report as presented. The motion
was approved.
Committee Reports:
Arrangements: Director Forsyth reported that the site had
been reserved for May 1, 2, and 3. A discussion was held as
to the need to see the site prior to the conference. The
February and April board meetings will be held in Orange
County so that we can review the site. The February
meeting will include lunch at the facility and a tour of the
grounds during the afternoon. The April meeting will include
an overnight stay at the facility Thursday night. Chairman
Lannon, Director Forsyth and Director Whitman were
appointed as an ad hoc arrangements committee. Director
Snow made a motion that we reserve the facility for
Wednesday night for Directors and those that attend the
golf tournament stay the night and that the Directors’ dinner
be held off site. The motion was seconded by Director
Whitman and the motion passed.

Officers and Directors Absent:
Rod Megli – Ventura County Fire Dept.
Ken Cruz – Orange County Fire Authority
Brian Skerston – Angeles National Forest
Ed Shabro – Vendor Representative
Guests:
Paul H. Rippens – Newsletter Editor
Don Forsyth – Arrangements/Safety
Vaughan Miller – VNC-Public Relations
Doug Lannon – Arrangements Chair
Anthony Caezza – Life Member & Past President

Program: First Vice President Vidales led a discussion on the
proposed programs for the 2013 conference. The emphasis
this year should be on quality over quantity. The proposed
programs, tentative speakers and the assigned contacts are:
Color Guard: Directors Ernst, Witt, Forsyth and Snow will
check on the availability of their color guards.

Minutes: President Michales presented the minutes of the
May 2 & 4, 2012 meetings for consideration. Motion by
Director Whitman, seconded by Director Forsyth to approve
the minutes as presented. The motion was approved.

Keynote Speaker: Suggestions for Keynote speaker are CNF
Supervisor Will Metz, LAC Chief Osby, ORC Chief Keith
Richter, MVU Chief Thom Porter.
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Emcee: Suggestions for emcee are Duane and Ernylee
Chamlee, Tony Varela, and Steve Martin.

Entertainment and Raffle: Director Ernst urged that we look
into getting a band for this year. First Vice President Vidales
moved that the board authorize $5,000 for the payment for
a band. The motion was seconded by Director Snow. The
motion passed. Director Ernst also urged the Directors to
approach their local vendors for donations to the raffle.
There was a discussion as to whether the $75 Director’s gifts
should be bought by the individual Directors or the money
be given to Director Ernst to make the purchases. It was
determined that Director Ernst would bring a list of the
types of prizes that work best to the next meeting.

There was an involved discussion of topics for the program.
Topic
Esperanza Incident
Esperanza Captains
South Canyon
Human Factors
SD Co. Wildland Drill
Hoist Rescue
Dutch Creek Protocols
Rapid Extraction Team
WUI
Fuels/Weather
Risk Management
Leadership
Fire Tech
CO in Basecamp
PPE
CPS
UICD
Firefighting Gels
Ark Storm

Tentative Speaker
Maclean
Captains
Eric Hipke
Brad Mayhew
Kurt Zingheim

Publicity: With Director Plymale being elected as Second
Vice President, Vaughan Miller was appointed as the new
Publicity Chair. Director Srader requested that we create a
SCAFFW Facebook page on the official site. Newsletter
Editor Rippens will build a site based on the SCAFFW.org
site.

Kelly Gouette
Tim Chavez/Drew Smith
Gordon Graham
Ch. Rueda
Diehl/Smith/Bousier/Chaney
George Broyles
Tom Foley
Bruce Schubert
FEMA

Historian: Historian Whitman reported that the drive with
the pictures from the last conference has been corrupted.
President Michael reported that he had not brought the
video of last year’s conference but would bring them to the
next meeting.

Lucy Jones

Demonstrations
Hoselays
Foams and Gels
Hoist demo/rapid extraction
Winching
Tech Demos

Safety: Director Forsyth reported that Officer Maxim will
send him contact numbers for people at the local CHP offices
for the safety presentation.
Golf: Director Snow reported that the golf tournament will
be held at the Green River Golf Course this year.

All contact people should check with their speakers and
report back to First Vice President Vidales as to availability of
their speakers, what time frames they need and if they have
a preferred day.

Newsletter: Editor Rippens reported that the newsletter is
ready except for the notes from the Board of Directors
meeting. He also reported that he has put a QR code in the
newsletter that links to the web site. The newsletter will
continue to promote the move to the new site. Editor
Rippens suggested that we print high quality newsletters and
mail them to the Chiefs of the departments in our area that
are not member agencies. It was determined that we would
bring the lists to the February meeting and determine at that
time what the cost of this would be.

Exhibits and Demonstrations:
Second Vice President
Plymale had nothing to report. Director Ernst remarked that
the site was much larger than Pilgrim Pines and that we
need to consider helicopters for display. It was also noted
that with the new site we had planned to make this a special
conference and bring in historic apparatus and more fire
equipment.

Old Business: Nominations were opened for Second Vice
President to replace Steve Griffin who transferred out of the
area. Tom Plymale was nominated by Director Childers. The
nomination was seconded by Director Snow. There were no
further nominations and Tom Plymale was elected
unanimously.
Minutes continue on page 6

Registration and Membership: Director Srader stated that
she was going to be at training during the peak registration
time and that checks would need to be sent to someone
else. She also urged that we make use of the Square for
taking credit card payments. The Square costs 2.75% of
each transaction, and works on iPhone and Android devices.
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New $12 million Angeles National
Forest headquarters is dedicated.

Life Membership Recommendations:
Director Ernst
nominated Tony Varela for life membership. The nomination was seconded by Director Forsyth, the motion passed.

From the Pasadena Star News

New Business: Director Snow will look into a giveaway for
this year and bring ideas to the next meeting. Director
Penfold reported that she was leaving her department and
that Ron Janssen would be the new Director from CAL FIRE,
San Bernardino County. There was a discussion as to
whether we should be presenting our speakers with framed
certificates or plaques. Director Snow and President
Michael will look into options for plaques and bring the information to the next meeting. Director Childers reported that
the local chapter of the Society of American Foresters would
like to have a meeting at our meeting and possibly set up a
booth at the vendor area. President Michael led a discussion
on Director wear at the conference. Director Snow will bring
back options to the next conference to include a button
down shirt.

For more than 25 years, employees of the
Angeles National Forest’s headquarters building
were housed in dingy trailers, always meant to be
temporary.

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire
Wardens will be held February 1, 2013 in Orange County, CA.

But the group of 22 modular units just
south of the 210– Freeway are finally gone.

President Michael thanked Director Witt for making the
arrangements for the meeting. The meeting was adjourned
at 1233 in the memory of the passing of Life Members Jim
Smith and Herb McElwee.

In their place is a stunning and environmentally-efficient 24,000 square-foot administrative facility at 701 N. Santa Anita Avenue.

Respectfully submitted,
Gordon P. Martin, Association Secretary

On Tuesday, December 11, about 150
people came together to celebrate the completion
of the roughly $12 million project and take tours of
the rustic Supervisor’s Office, which houses
approximately 80 employees.
“This new facility has really special features
and conforms to green construction standards
such as using smaller amounts of energy and
water than used by the previous building.” said
Thomas Contreras, supervisor for the Angeles
National Forest.
The project was paid for with funding from
the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act. It is one of 10 federal stimulus-funded
projects in the Angeles National Forest, Contreras
said.

LAC Deputy Chief John Todd, ANF Forest Supervisor
Tom Contreras and LAC Division Chief Frank Vidales at
the ANF Headquarters dedication.
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“You can’t even believe the difference,” longtime
Arcadia resident and supporter of the Forest Service Diana Loomis said, comparing the new building to the former facility.

Officials Tuesday morning also commemorated another product of federal stimulus dollars—
a new roughly $1.5 million solar-powered system
at the U.S. Forest Service’s San Dimas Technology and Development Center. The photovoltaic
power system will produce more renewable energy
per year than the center needs to operate.

“This is just fantastic,” she said, adding that
she was happy to see the improvements after
years of cuts experienced by the agency.

“The facility has been around since the
1960s and it was originally designed to develop
equipment for firefighters,” said L’Tanga Watson,
Angeles National Forest Service recreation officer.
“Over the years, it has expanded to different
programs and areas in the Forest Service and the
main focus is to develop technology for the
grounds of the Forest Service.”

The building, which houses administrative
functions including public affairs, finance and
engineering, has a redwood exterior and exposed
redwood beams and panels in the interior.
The two-story headquarters facility, which
has views of the nearby San Gabriel Mountains,
was also designed to incorporate lots of natural
light, said Mary McGrath, of Mary McGrath
Architects, the executive architect on the project.

The excess energy generated from the
center will create energy credits to cover electricity
costs at the new Forest Service headquarters.

“It is designed not so that (storm water) is
reused, but so that it’s returned to the earth,”
McGrath said. “It percolates back into the soil.”
A courtyard behind the headquarters
features bridges crossing over the dry creek and
native vegetation including coastal oak, manzanita
and sycamore trees.
The changes are a far cry from the old
campus, which had trailers with leaky roofs and
shook when big rigs passed on the adjacent 210
Freeway, said Sonjia Bergdahl, forest engineer.
“This was always the plan to end up with a
permanent building, but we never had the funding,” she said.

On December 11, community members
and Forest Service employees came together for a
special ribbon-cutting ceremony and reception.
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anywhere but here. I wish….

DC-3 Celebration

Thirty minutes pass and I am now sweatsoaked from this unbearable sun, this waiting, this
oppressive heat, the reason I am here. Two lines
have formed and we are 100 strong, 50 on each
side, 50 looking to the east and 50 looking to the
west. Others have arrived, 500 in all, all looking
into the sky, at each other, at the ground, back to
the sky, but no one speaks.

On October 24, 2012, the Forest Service
held a retirement ceremony for a DC-3 airplane,
designated J-42, in Ogden, UT. The plane was
manufactured in 1943 and was under the Forest
Service ownership for 42 of its 69 years.

Time stands still. The wait is deafening but
no one speaks.
Did I hear it? I look around at others to
see if they heard it too. As I do, 500 people begin
to look skyward. From the west it comes. You
hear it long before you see it. It is the sound of
turbine engines coming from a Douglas DC-3TP.
It circles overhead. As it does, it looks to me like
its showing off. Its graceful lines, its snub-nose,
and its windows that look too small for pilots to
view the outside world. Once, twice it circles then
starts its downwind leg for final. A lump begins to
grow in my throat. I fight the urge. I stand at
attention. God it’s hot. Still, no one speaks.

Speaking at the ceremony, Joseph
Brinkley, Smokejumper Base Manager from
McCall, ID gave an emotional speech about the
retirement of an aircraft that had been used as a
smokejumper platform.
With Mr. Brinkley’s
permission, we have included his speech.
First and foremost, I would like to
recognize Stan McGrew for his vision of a turbine
powered DC-3. His persistence extended the
operational effectiveness of the aircraft for an
additional 20+ years.

As the DC-3 moves from the runway to the
ramp its presence becomes overwhelming. Is it
the heat and noise of the turbine engines? Is it
the sheer bulk and size of the aircraft? Is it the
iconic stature? Is it the fact that the Forest
Service has come to show support for the people
assembled on the tarmac? Or is it the knowledge
of what’s on board? People begin to cry.

Secondly, I would like to share a personal
experience with you in honor of N142Z,
It has only been fifteen minutes since I’ve
arrived. Two-hundred others stand with me but no
one speaks. The hot sun beats down and what
movement of air there is does nothing to cool us.
Sweat begins to move down my back as I place
my hands behind me and stand at attention.
Others begin to join me without a word spoken.
Looking to the East, through heavy smoke, I see
sagebrush and juniper covered hills from wildfires
that continue to remain a burden for those that are
on the front lines trying to protect others. I don’t
want to be here. I wish I was there. I wish I were

As the sound of the engines become silent
time stands still. Soft cries are heard, the heat is
stifling, no one speaks, and I wish I wasn’t here.
As the lump grows again in my throat I look at the
Heaven’s and I see a red-tailed hawk circling overhead. Why am I here?
Minutes seem like days as I move closer to
the shadow of the aircraft. Inside the DC-3 I can
hear people walking up and down the hollow
interior. The voices become louder as they move
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vehicle. Forest Service officials talk, but I don’t
hear them. Instead, I look over my shoulder at the
aircraft that brought my brother home. It sits
patient, enduring, tolerant. I wish it could fly me
away from here. I wish it could take me away from
the pain I feel inside. I wish I were anywhere but
here. I wish….

toward the rear door. I watch as the handle
moves down and the door opens. I peer in the
cavernous belly and on the empty floor of the DC3 coffins line the sides draped in American flags.
Please God, tell me why I’m here?
Official looking men and women in Forest
Service uniforms off board the DC-3. Only two
smokejumper spotters remain. These two gentlemen are stoic as my father moves toward them.
Inside, the two spotters stand guard as my dad
spends time with each of the fallen. He takes the
time to touch each flag and say a prayer to honor
their name and the sacrifice they’ve made. After
finishing my dad moves closer to the spotters and
stands as stoic as they do.

In honor of N142Z and the firefighters that it
has brought home.
Editors Note: Joseph Brinkley’s brother, Levi Brinkley,
was one of twelve firefighters who lost their lives on the
1994 South Canyon Fire on Storm King Mountain in
Colorado. My thanks to Mr. Brinkley for allowing us to
use his speech in our newsletter.

It is then that the spotters move toward the
casket. With care they grab each corner of the
American flag, fold it in a perfect triangle and offer
it to my dad. My father accepts and they begin
removing the straps holding the precious cargo.
I wait outside, as the lump continues to
grow in my throat and I fight the impulse to cry. I
wait. After removing the cargo straps the two
spotters carefully move the coffin to the middle of
the floor. There, they get on each side and in one
motion, lift it waist high where outside I await the
arrival of my brother.
As the front of the casket leaves the
aircraft I place a hand along the outside and run it
down the cool exterior. I continue to move toward
the end while friends and family members maintain a grip near the front. My brother Levi has
exited the aircraft and returned home.
I pause not wanting to leave the comforting shadows of the DC-3. It is the only thing that
makes sense; the only thing that offers security
and protection from the day, from the heat, from
the oppressive sun.

Loading air tankers at Van Nuys Airport—1959.
Note the PPE these firefighters are wearing.
Paul H. Rippens Collection.

My legs are leaden as I feel the weight of
my brother on my right side and I stumble forward
as I follow friends and family to the waiting
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WE’RE MOVING!
As mentioned in our last newsletter, the
Southern California Association of Foresters
and Fire Wardens has decided to move our
conference location to a new site—that being
the Irvine Outdoor Education Center near
Irvine Park in Orange County. This facility
meets all the requirements the board has
been looking for and offers clean, fresh, start
-of-the-art features that will not only meet the
Associations needs, but provide a comfortable setting for our members. We’re excited
about this change of venue and hope you are
also.
At the December Board of Directors meeting,
work began on selecting speakers for the 83
Annual Conference. Suggested programs
include:


The Esperanza Incident with John Maclean



Human Factors with Brad Mayhew



WUI with Kelley Gouette



South Canyon with Eric Hipke



Risk Management with Gordon Graham

The Board will continue work on the 83rd
Annual Conference program scheduled for
May 2 & 3, 2013, and you can follow our
progress through our web site or through our
newsletter.
We look forward to an exciting conference
and hope to see you there. Registration will
open in February 2013.

NEW CONFERENCE LOCATION
FOR MAY 2 & 3, 2013
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