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The Saint Francis Dam Disaster, pg6

An Association dedicated to the
Training and Safety of Southern
California Wildland Firefighters for
over 81 years.
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the fire lines. And training and safety have to be
at the top of that list.

FIRE WHIRLS
By President Troy Whitman
As I write this article, we’re only a few
weeks away from another annual conference. It
seems like only a few days since we gathered at
Camp Pilgrim Pines for the 81st Annual
Conference and, following that event I took over as
President of the Foresters and Fire Wardens. It
has been an enjoyable and unusual year.
The enjoyable part comes with meeting
with the Officers and Directors of this association
and planning for the 82nd Conference. Everyone
has worked diligently to present an informative and
interesting conference and having exhibits and
vendors for the enjoyment of those who attend.
I’m sure you won’t be disappointed with the results
of our work.

Photo by Ken Morris

In the past few years, we have featured
programs at the conference in regards to the
Mann Gulch Tragedy of 1949 and the loss of 13
firefighters, and the Loop Fire of 1966 where 10
firefighters were killed. On both fires, the firefighters were doing their job, and never expected
conditions to turn the way they did. But they did!

The unusual part of this year has to be our
weather. During the time I have been involved in
the wildland fire business, I don’t ever recall a year
where there were no major fires. And even the
winter months were unusual with weather of all
types, including a major wind event. Of course,
fire agencies were actively involved during that
wind storm as they are with most unusual weather
related events.

In 1994, fourteen firefighters lost their lives
on the South Canyon Fire, sometimes referred to
as the Storm King Fire. Again, these young firefighters were doing their assigned job and did not
expect conditions in the canyon to change so
rapidly that their lives were in jeopardy.
At this point, you’re probably asking yourself what the point of this message is—or maybe
not. As firefighters, you must put your training to
use every time you put on your uniform—and you
must remain aware of your surroundings and
what’s going on with the fire at all times. Your
safety on the job is important to all of us and this
association continues to provide safety related
issues to add to your training.

The fact that there were no major wildland
fires in Southern California last summer should
make us even more aware of what could be
around the corner for this year. We’re all aware
that the wildland areas of this state are made to
burn, and it’s only a matter of time before another
major event will take place, and we had better be
ready.
The Foresters and Fire Wardens Association made a change a few years ago that I’m
certain most people missed. We changed the
name of our conference to the Annual Wildland
Training and Safety Conference. We wanted to
make sure that we included items in the
conference that related to those of you who are on

The summer and fall of 2012 could be
another active fire season. Be prepared, be safe,
and we’ll see you at the 83rd Annual Conference
in 2013.
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2012 ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
Work continues on the 82nd Annual Wildland
Fire Training and Safety Conference that will be
held on May 3 & 4, 2012 at Camp Pilgrim Pines in
Oak Glen, California. We will continue to keep
you informed on the proposed programs for that
conference via our newsletters and website.
Meanwhile, you can now pre-register online by
going to our web site at www.SCAFFW.org and
click on the registration tab.

LA City Fire Chief William Miller, right, arrives at the training center
for Fire Service Day, May 2, 1960, and poses with LAC
Chief Keith Klinger. E. Wagner photo, LACoFD

Cover Photo: Ryan Air Attack Base—Hemet, CA.
A heavy-lift helicopter departs the base en-route to a
fire call as CALFIRE Tanker 73 sits ready on the
tarmac. Photograph by Ken Morris

“Like” us on facebook at
Southern CA Foresters and
Fire Wardens

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF FORESTERS AND FIRE WARDENS
82nd ANNUAL WILDLAND TRAINING
AND SAFETY CONFERENCE.

Did you or are you thinking of
changing your E-mail address?
Please remember to contact the
SCAFFW at SCAFFW@aol.com and let
us know so we can send you your
newsletters and other important
information.

May 3 & 4, 2012
CAMP PILGRIM PINES
Check our web site for further
information www.scaffw.org
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was approved.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
of FORESTERS & FIRE WARDENSBOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
April 6, 2012

Committee Reports:
Arrangements: Chairman Lannon reported that he had
talked with June Boutwell from Camp Pilgrim Pines and that
the camp had been sold to CCRA a national conference
center association. They will continue to honor our contract.
June would like to offer the invocation but does not know if
she will be allowed to. The menu has been set and is similar
to last year with a few changes for the better. The bike unit
is set and so are the medics. The crew and vans will be
provided by Ventura County this year and will be down for
the Directors dinner. The Directors dinner will be at Laws
and they will be having tri-tip this year. The clean-up crew is
set. First Vice-President Michael reported that the HT’s and
the video are good to go.

The meeting of the Southern California Association of
Foresters and Fire Wardens was called to order by
President Troy Whitman at 1055 hours at Orange County,
California on April 6, 2012.
Officers and Directors Present:
Troy Whitman – Southern California Edison
Chris Childers – Santa Barbara County Fire Dept
Gordon Martin – Cleveland National Forest.
Dave Allen – CAL FIRE – San Diego County
Robert Michael – CAL FIRE – Riverside County
David Leininger – Treasurer
Rod Megli – Ventura County Fire Dept.
Doug Lannon – Arrangements Chairman
Tim Ernst – Los Angeles Fire Dept.
Frank Vidales – Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
Steve Reeder – CAL FIRE – San Luis Obispo Co.
Don Forsyth – Orange County Fire Authority
Dan Snow – San Bernardino National Forest
David Witt – Kern County Fire Dept.
Suzanne Penfold – CAL FIRE – San Bernardino Co.
Abigail Srader – CAL FIRE – Southern Region
Ed Shabro – Vendor Representative

Program: First Vice President and Program Chair Michael
reported that the program was set as per his emails.
Second Vice President Vidales reported that Chief Osby had
a conflict and would not be able to attend. The suggestion
was that we find another department chief to give the keynote address. Phone calls and text messages were sent by
several of the Directors and Chief Mark Lorenzen, Ventura
County was selected to give the keynote address. The
agenda and speakers are:
1000

Opening of the 82nd Annual Conference
President Troy Whitman, Southern California Edison
Honor Guard - USFS
Invocation - Rev June Boutwell, Executive Director,
Camp Pilgrim Pines
Pledge of Allegiance - Tony Caezza , Ventura County Fire Protection District, Retired
Observance for fallen Fire Fighters
Introduction of Program Chair – First Vice President,
Robert Michael, CALFIRE Riverside Unit
1025
Introduction of Master of Ceremonies - Steve
Martin, Los Angeles County Fire Department
1030
Keynote Address - Chief Mark Lorenzen, Ventura
County Fire Department
1100
The Wild land Fire Fighter - Rob Lewin, Unit and
County Fire Chief, San Luis Obispo Unit
1145
Vendor Introductions—Second Vice President
Frank Vidales, Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
1200
Lunch
1300
CHP Safety Message 1315
The Myth of Drinking Water—Dr. Brent Ruby
1415
Break
1430
Crew Resource Management - Considerations in
Helicopter Accident Reviews” Scot Davison, Chief Pilot,
Los Angeles Fire Department – Air Operations
Section
1530
Red Zone – Tactical Pre-Plans—Clark Woodward
1600
Interra Live Fire/Real Time Mapping—
Vaughan Miller, Assistant Chief, Ventura County Fire
Department.
1800
Dinner
1900
Entertainment
Friday - May 4, 2012
0800
Private Insurance Resources (Panel Discussion)
Deserie Thigpen, Assistant Vice President – Western Zone
Director of Loss Prevention Services; Kevin Fuhriman, Personal Lines Appraisal Catastrophe – Manager Chubb Group
of Insurance ; Kelly Green, CPCU – West and Central Risk
Consulting Manager

Officers and Directors Absent:
Tom Plymale – Los Padres National Forest
Paul H. Rippens – Newsletter Editor
Steve Griffin – Sequoia National Forest
Jim Neumann – Publicity Chairman
Guests:
Vaughan Miller – Member, Ventura County Fire Dept.
Anthony Caezza – Life Member
Jon Neely – Member, Cleveland National Forest
Minutes: President Whitman presented the minutes of the
February 2, 2012 meeting for consideration. Motion by
Director Snow, seconded by Director Childers, to approve
the minutes as presented. The motion was approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Leininger presented his
report covering the period from February 3, 2012 to April 6,
2012
Balance as of 2-3-2012
Receipts:
Dues and Conference Registration:
Total Receipts:
Disbursements:
ISU Calgard Associates (Conference Ins.)
Dave Leininger (Registration Supplies)
Orr Safety Corp. (250 Flash Drives)
Total Disbursements:
Balance on hand:
Last year at this time:

$24,121.27
$2,168.49
$2,168.49
$409.75
$161.01
$3,244.65
$3,815.41
$22,474.35
$19,189.95

Motion by Chairman Lannon, second by Director Megli to
approve the treasurer’s report as presented. The motion
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0840
0900
0930
0945
1030
1130
1200
1215

Fuels & Weather—Tim Chavez, Fire Captain,
Riverside Unit
Jesusita Fire After Action Report - Kevin
Gaines, Battalion Chief, CALFIRE Riverside Unit
Break
Tragedy Down Under - Chris Dicus
Kern County Fires—Brian Marshall
Presentation to outgoing President—First Vice
President Robert Michael, CALFIRE, Riverside Unit
End of Conference
Lunch

reported that he would be speaking at the Wildland Safety
Officers Conference and would bring flyers to put out there.
Historian: Historian Whitman stated that he had no report.
Safety: Director Forsyth stated that he had contacted CHP
Officer Ramos and that barring any incidents she would be
up to give her safety message again this year.
Golf: Director Snow reported that only been 16 people
signed up for the golf tournament so far this year. Everyone
should push the golf flyer as well as the conference flyer to
their constituency.

First Vice President and Program Chair Michael reported
that he was still missing several speaker sheets and that
everyone should get them into him soon. He will be sending
out a reminder. Director Forsyth reminded everyone that
they need to get the names of their department personnel for
the observance for fallen Fire Fighters into First Vice President Michael.

Newsletter: President Whitman wished to thank Editor
Rippens for his continued efforts to maintain the newsletter.
Secretary Martin reminded everyone that although the April
Newsletter is nearly complete he can always use articles and
pictures for the May Newsletter.
Old Business: Second Vice President Vidales passed out
samples of the giveaway for this year, a 4GB flash drive.
We have 250 and were able to come in under budget. First
Vice President Michael will follow up on bringing a backup
audio system from Riverside. Director Srader will also bring
the audio system that she has at South Ops. Director Snow
will bring the fan that they have at Mill Creek to improve the
ventilation of the meeting room.

Exhibits and Demonstrations: Second Vice President
Vidales reported that vendors were trickling in. Vendor Rep
Shabro had gone to the Firehouse World Convention and
passed out flyers for the conference trying to recruit more
vendors. Director Forsyth raised the question of what
agency equipment was coming for display. Director Snow
volunteered to bring one of the new Forest Service Type 3
engines. First Vice President Michael volunteered to bring
RRU’s Hazmat vehicle that was converted from a USAR rig.
Each Director should send Second Vice President Vidales
an email of what their department plans to bring for display.

Life Membership Recommendations:
Director Megli
reported that they had been able to present Chief Roper,
Ventura County Fire Department, with his Life Membership
last Friday afternoon at his retirement. Treasurer Leininger
nominated Director Forsyth for a Life Membership. Director
Snow seconded the nomination and the motion passed.

Registration and Membership: Director Srader reported
that she has received only 18 pre-registrations using the new
PayPal system so far. She also reported that PayPal is
working well. President Whitman urged everyone to push the
conference with their departments. Larry Kurtz will be coming with the computers and printers. Directors will need to
pay their fees for Wednesday night to Director Srader as a
separate check which will be $32.

New Business: Secretary Martin presented the speaker
certificate for this year. Director Snow pointed out that we
have some new board members and they will need name
tags. First Vice President Michael collected a list of names
of people who will need new tags and will have them
produced for the conference. President Whitman asked if
anyone knew where to find parchment paper for the Knot
Head Award as the current scroll is full. Treasurer Leininger
thought that it had been obtained in the past as a special
order from a stationary store. Director Penfold volunteered
to write the calligraphy on the scroll if someone would buy
her the pens.

Entertainment and Raffle: Director Ernst stated that he
had been sending out letters requesting donations. He
reminded the Directors of the $75 Directors gift which we will
need this year due to the lower number of other donations.
Director Ernst said that he had not heard from anyone as to
a potential band. Director Forsyth said that he knew of a
band and Director Ernst asked that he email him the information. Director Ernst asked if Chairman Neumann was
coming so that we could use his “crash cart” as backup
entertainment. Director Reeder said that he thought that
Chairman Neumann would be coming and that he lived near
him and that he would bring the crash cart even if Chairman
Neumann was not coming.

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Southern California Association of Foresters and Fire
Wardens will be held May 2, 2012 at Camp Pilgrim Pines at
1600 following the golf tournament.
President Whitman thanked Director Forsyth for making the
arrangements for the dinner, hotel and meeting room for the
meeting twice in a row. President Whitman adjourned the
meeting at 1150.

Publicity: President Whitman read an email from Chairman
Neumann. “I have sent our flyer to the CAL FIRE Incident
Management Teams, WWFF.com and the CAL FIRE TO’s.
Tom has attempted to get it into the Fed system. I have
asked anyone in the group to give it to their depts. publications. I have spent no monies as per your direction. Have fun
at your meeting.” Second Vice President Vidales reported
that he had the two page flyer published in the April LA
County Fire Department newsletter. President Whitman

Respectfully submitted,
Gordon P. Martin,
Association Secretary
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in Los Angeles to inform Mulholland of a new leak.
Mulholland and his assistant Harvey Van Norman
arrived at the dam at 10:30 a.m. and inspected the
dam and proclaimed it to be perfectly safe before
returning to Los Angeles.

THE SAINT FRANCIS DAM
DISASTER—MARCH 12, 1928
The Second Largest Loss of Life Disaster to ever
strike the State of California.
By Paul H. Rippens
While the emphasis of the SCAFFW is
wildland firefighting, agency personnel are called
on various types of emergencies. Such was the
case on March 13, 1928 following the failure of the
Saint Francis Dam located in San Francisquito
Canyon north of Newhall in north-western Los
Angeles County. Not only was the L.A. County
Forestry Department, predecessor to the Fire
Department, called out, but the resulting flood
greatly impacted Ventura County as well.

Mulholland, Harnischfeger & Van Norman inspection of
the dam on the morning of March 12, 1928.

However, at 11:57 1/2 P.M., the dam literally fell apart releasing 12 billion gallons of water on
a destructive rampage down San Francisquito
Canyon towards the town of Saugus and the
usually dry Santa Clara River.
The first location to feel the impact of the
flood was Power Plant #2 located just a mile downstream from the dam. A wall of water 125 feet
high swept over the powerhouse and surrounding
area washing the buildings away. Of the twentyeight workmen and their families living and working
at the site, only three survived.

The dam was designed and constructed
under the direction of William Mulholland, Chief
Engineer for the Los Angeles Water Company,
todays DWP. It was designed to hold enough
water to last the city for one year. However, upon
completion of the dam several leaks appeared and
efforts were made to control those leaks. Mulholland said that “all dams leak, besides it’s the driest
dam of its size I have ever seen.” Those living
downstream from the dam were concerned but
made no effort to move out of the way. Further
downstream, in Ventura County, many did not
even know the dam existed.
On the morning of March 12, 1928, the
dam keeper, Tony Harnischfeger, called the office

Power Plant 2 before and after the disaster.
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The flood continued its path of destruction
into Saugus and made the right turn down the
Santa Clara River taking out the bridge on the
highway where I-5 is today. Further downstream
the Edison Company had a camp at Blue Cut
where workmen lived while working on projects in
the area. The wall of water was heading there
way.
As the wall of water, still close to 50 feet
high approached the camp, the night watchman
Ed Locke tried to warn the workers, but it was too
late. Of the 150 men in the camp, 84 perished in
the cold flood waters.

brought out very forcibly in the minds of the
personnel of the (Forestry) Department that, as
usual, they did most of the hard and useful work
while other departments received the glory.”

The flood continued towards the towns of
Fillmore and Santa Paula washing away everything in its path. Finally, 5 1/2 hours after the
collapse of the dam, the water, still 15 feet high,
reached the Pacific Ocean in Ventura. It had
traveled 53.8 miles.
The Los Angeles County Forestry Department responded to rescue anyone they could find
alive, but the operation quickly turned into a body
recovery effort. Over 450 people lost their lives
that night.

Portions of this story were
taken from “The Saint
Francis Dam” A guide to
the Los Angeles Aqueduct
and the site of the ill-fated
Saint Francis Dam by
author and historian.
Paul H. Rippens. He can
be contacted at
prippens@aol.com

Other agencies stepped in to assist with
the recovery and clean-up work while Los Angeles
City paid the bills. While the state and county road
departments, health department, sheriff’s office,
and others certainly assisted, the Forestry Annals
state: “During the rehabilitation work, it was
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~ A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY ~
THE CURVE FIRE OF 2002
Photos by Ken Morris
The Curve Fire of September 2002 burned
18,776 acres of forest land in San Gabriel Canyon
on the Angeles National Forest.
The fire broke out along Highway 39 near
Rincon from candles during an animal sacrifice
ritual.
Five people were injured during the
incident and 73 structures were destroyed.
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